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public papers and repudiate the action of those 
« Softs!”” [To Mr. Smrrx.] Do you begin to 
see now who the ** Softs”’ are? 

When, Mr. Chairman, they had nominated Mr. | 
Van Buren, the Abolitionists—and I desire to say 
nothing disrespectful of them, because much as I 
differ from them, and totally as I repudiate their 
yrinciples, I like sincerity, f like open dealing, | 
ike manliness, and I like to see men stand by their 
principles when they believe them to be right, no 
matter how erroneous, in my judgment, those prin- 
ciples may be—these Abolitionists from Ohio and 
elsewhere, seeing the movement that had been 
commenced by the ‘* Softs,’”’ proposed, at meet- | 
ines held in several of the States, a general con- 
vention, tobe held at Buffalo in August, 1848. It 
is now asked by the South who are the ** Hards?”’ | 
I answer, the men who spurned the assemblage at | 
Buffalo, and who denounced and resisted that con- 
vention. Whoare the **Softs?”? The men who | 
have coalesced with, and now support those who 
went into that convention, and who there acted 
with colored persons, and with avowed Abolition- | 
[ repeat, [ mean no disrespect to the latter, 
for they, | believe, were sincere. 

[ perceive one gentleman who sits near me in | 
this Hall who was an active participant in that 
convention at Buffalo. I allude to the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Grppives.] | mean no slur upon 
him, because I am sure that, however much | 
the-Free Soil leaders may be ashamed of them- | 
selves now, he does not in the least degree, as re- 
spects his own participation in it, partake of that 
sentiment. [Laughter.] I see behind him another 
gentleman who was also a participator in the move- | 
ment, one of my colleagues, (Mr. Gerrit ee 
—uza gentleman of great and varied ability, and, as I | 
believe, sincere in his views. Of these two gentle- 
men, the former pledged his political friends to sup- 
port Mr. Van Buren, if nominated, and the latter 
recommended to the now allies of the ‘‘ Softs,’’ 
that they should nominate thecandidate just named. | 
A son of John Quincy Adams was placed upon | 
the ticket as the candidate for Vice President, and 
amidst the acclamations of the present associates 
of the ‘* Softs,”’ of the Whigs, and the Abolition. | 
ists, that almost raised the roof from the building, | 
that ticket was presented to the country for the | 
purpose of defeating the “* Hards,”’ and the reg- | 
ular nomination of General Cass. The plot suc- 
ceeded. They who now coéperate with these | 
men, who deceived and betrayed the Democratic 
po , are now ‘the Softs;”’ the men who stood | 
»y that party are the ‘* Hards.”’ 

Mr. SMITH, of New York, (interrapting.) 
My colleague has fallen into a mistake, if he sup- | 
poses that [ attended the Buffalo convention. 

Mr. CUTTING. I did not say so. 

Mr. SMITH. [think my colleague did say so. 

Mr. CUTTING. [I said that you were a par- 
ticipator in that convention. 

Mr. SMITH In what way? 

Mr. CUTTING. By writing a letter to the 
convention signed **Gerrit Smith,’? recommend- 
ing Mr. Van Buren as a candidate for the Presi- | 
dency. | 

Mr. SMITH. I know that was the report. I 
wrote no such letter. 

Mr. CUTTING. The gentleman wrote a let- 
ter apologizing for some cause which kept him 
away, and recommending to that convention the 
nomination of Martin Van Buren. 

Mr. SMITH. Again I say, Mr. Chairman, 
that I wrote no such letter. I gave no such apol- 
ogy. There is not one word of truth in the state- 
ment, though the gentleman believes it to be true. 

Mr. CUTTING. My authority is a letter, 
published in the papers of that day, signed ‘* Ger- 
rit Smith.”” The original I have not seen; but | 
pledge myself to the gentleman, if he will accom- 
pany me, to point out in a print, as part of the 
published proceedings of that convention of Au- 
gust 9 or 10, 1848, a letter purporting to have his 
name added to it. If I do not point it out to him, 
I shall stateto the House that I have beeninerror. | 
If, on the other hand, I do exhibit it to him, m 
friend need say nothing about it, and silence will 


ists. 
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amount to what is now the fashion of the day— 
not approval, but * acquiescence.”’ mam teat 
I am anxious, if wrong, to admit my error; but 
ask no such concession from the gentleman. I 


| simply desire him to go with the Administration 


| in support of the manly and candid principle of 


|| company, because the 





** acquiescence.’? [Renewed laughter. ] 


Now a little more about the Hards and Softs. 

Mr. CORWIN. I would ask the gentleman | 
from New York where those who stood upon the | 
Buffalo platform now are? 

Mr. CUTTING. They are mostly with those | 
who are now called * Safts.”’ 
Mr. CORWIN. I protest, then, against the 
declaration of the Ohio Whigs having anything | 
to do with them. 

Mr. CUTTING. The Ohio Whigs need no | 
protest to have it understood they are out of such | 
stand upon their own 

latform, and need nothing to prove they are not 
| aia with the Buffaloes. [Langhter.] I do not 
care anything in this connection about the Ohio | 
Whigs. I[tseemsto me that the Free-Soilers have 
succeeded in doing, in Ohio, the very thing that we 


| prevented them from doing, and mean to prevent | 


them from doing in New York, unless prevented | 
by the Administration—abolitionizing the Demo- | 
cratic party. 

Mr. HUGHES. Will the gentleman allow me 
to put a question to him? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield | 
to his colleague? 

Mr. CUTTING. 1 am now answering an in- | 
quiry as to the history of the Hards and the Softs. 
If the question is in regard to that subject I yield 
to the gentleman. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is unable to || 


determine that fact. 

Mr. HUGHES. The question is personal to | 
the gentleman. It may be that he will find diffi- | 
culty in replying to it. 

Mr. CUTTING. I desire to proceed with my 
remarks, and I hope that the committee will bear 
with me. 

(Cries of ** Yield to your colleague!” ** Let the | 
question be propounded !”’ 

Mr. CUTTING. I desire to go on with what 
I have commenced. 

Mr. HUGHES, (amid much confusion,) said: 
I would like to ask the gentleman whether he did | 
not preside, in 1849, over a convention in New 
York, which nominated the Union ticket between 
the Hunkers and Barnburners ? 

Mr. CUTTING. 1 do not yield to the gentle- 
man to correct him in anything at present personal 
tomyself. I must proceed with the history of these | 
parties. The presidential election of 1848 resulted | 
in this: Mr. Van Buren and the Buffalo platform | 
were driven out of the conflict without a single elee- 
toral vote, and the opinion of the people of the 
United States, as pronounced on des occasion, | 
renders it wholly unnecessary that I should again | 
refer to that gentleman. I leave him, sir, where | 
the votes of every State of this Union left him 
after that controversy. I observed that one eflect 
of the treachery of the Free-Soilers was to leave 
Mr. Van Buren at the close of the canvass without 
a vote; another was to defeat the Democratic paity, 
and to elevate General Taylor to the presider ‘ial 
chair. 

Afterthis great national defeat, when there was 
no hope of reward or of patronage to those who 
belonged to the Democratic party, or who stood 
unto our principles, we were left to rally upon 
principle alone. We proceeded forthwith in New 
York to organize with good heart, with good 
cheer, not the least doubting that we would again 
resuscitate and restore the party to its ancient 
strength. We fought in the State of New York, 
as I have before observed, on principle. Wewent 
on after 1848 gradually improving; and it was | 
palpable that when the next presidential election 
should arrive there would be a candidate nomin- | 
ated at Baltimore favorable to those principles in | 
respect to which we had before nailed our flag to 
the mast. We asked for nothing, and wanted but | 
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| round which was to restore us in the State of New 


York, and elsewhere, to our former supremacy. 
Our party, when reorganized, was like a feeble 
sapling, promised soon to be a towering oak, to 
shadow and protect our land. Unfortunately, 
however, men who were desirous of office, who 
were longing for the spoils and could not wait, 
began to project combinations, to make cvalitions, 
and see whether they could not more promptly 
accomplish their ends by bringing Saath those 
still-professing Democrats who had deserted our 
party in 1848—the Buffalo Free-Soilers—with those 
ambitious of power—and induce them to act to- 
gether in solid column, animated by the hope of 
spoils held up before their eyes as an inducement 
to band together. These men thus over-anxious 
for office, set their wits in motion to make up a 
sort of patched platform for usin New York; which, 
like a more recent example, should be an amnesty 
for the recent past, and which should bring .to- 
gether opposing factions, united by the ignoble 
hope of place, and in the mere spirit of spoils. This 
coalition was resisted until the current was over- 
whelming, by the force and influence of those 
who wanted to be constables, and clerks, and 
sheriffs, and Governors, and Senators, and Cabi- 
net officers; thus creeping up from the lowest to the 
highest offices in the land. They, in our conven- 
tions, outnumbered all opposition, and formed 
what they called a party for the sake of ** union 
and harmony.” 

When that coalition party way was finally de- 
termined upon, I acquiesced, as my other friends 
did. We were willing to allow a fair trial to the 
experiment which was then determined on; and 
if the party could be thereby brought back to its 
ancient principles, we were content. When the 
matter was resolved upon, I determined to yield it 
my support, and to contribute a fair and cordial 
support to the efforts of the majority, in order that 
no blame of preventing the reéstablishment of the 


| Democratic party might, in that State, be attrib- 


| uted to me. 


This experiment, sir, went on till 
the election of General Pierce; and then announce- 
ments were heard from New Hampshire, and from 
those States where Free-Soilism had most pre- 
vailed, that there had been a truce with Free-Soil- 
ers got up in Baltimore, and an act of amnesty 
passed, by which yearling Democrats should come 
in with equal claims with those who had fought 
the good fight, year after year, under all cireum- 
stances of political fortune, to which I have ad- 
verted. These men, after the Baltimore conven- 


| tion had nominated General Pierce, rushed in to 


his support, because they saw the result clearly, 
and that the spoils were within their reach. They 
went into the fight for that campaign quite willing 
to adopt any principles for the occasion. 

And we, too, good-natured people of the old 


| guard, shaking our Jong-ears, secure in the belief 


that the resolutions adopted at Baltimore meant 
something, and that they distinctly approved the 
principles of the compromise acts of 1850, and 
earried out the doctrine which we had been fight- 


| ing for so long, and for so many weary days—and 


| that the 
| in, the doctrine of non-intervention with slavery 


approved of, and not merely acquiesced 


in the Territories—we, too, went into the elec- 


| tion with good heart, and President Pierce was 
, 


whirled into the lofty chair of State that he now 
fills. 

But soon, Mr. Chairman, a denouement came 
to satisfy most of my friends in New York that 
they had been utterly deceived in what was meant 
at Baltimore by the contrivers of the platform. 
It began to be whispered by some of the knowing 
ones, that after all, these Baltimore resolution. 
did not mean much. For days before the assem- 
bling of the convention it was said that some anx- 
ious gentlemen had met to frame and nicely form 
resolutions upon the absorbing question of slavery 
in the Territories, that would be acceptable to the 
Free-Soilers of 1848, and that would meet the ap- 
probation of all the elements whose votes were 
needed. It seems that there was some gentleman, 
whose name is withheld from history, who is said 


to wait patiently, hopefully, until that day came || to have been a warin friend of the compromise 
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measures, who took the initiative in preparing the 
resolutions. T'wo or three other gentiemen, whose 
names are equally withheld from general notorie- 
ty, who had zealously opposed the great meas- 
ures of 1850, associated themselves with the one 
who undertook to originate the resolutions. It is 
now revealed, as a part of the secret history of 
hat day, that every word of the platform, as 
respects the slavery questions, was sandied and 
weighed, and such expressions as might shock any 
nervous brethren were thrown aside, and the 
resolutions were manipulated until nothing was re- 
ported except such as evaded any approbation of 
the compromise resolutions, and simply acquiesced 
therein—they were merely submitted to ! 

The Buffalo Free-Soilers, and all their asso- 
ciates, jumped nimbly upon this platform, and 
‘ncquiesced’’ in, but did not approve of the 
compromise. The election was scarcely over, 
when we found one gentleman, who was nominated 
at Butfalo by the Free-Soilers, and by the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] and his friends 
as the Free-Soil candidate for Governor of New 
York, in 1848, was currently spoken of for a Cab- 
inet office, and finally was rewarded with the 
office of Sub-Treasurer in the city of New York. 
Another conspicuous gentleman was placed in the 
post office of that city, and another selected for 
surveyor of the port. When it was found that the 
post offices in the State of New York were filled 
by the Free-Soilers of Buffalo, many of the ‘* old 
guard’? stood in amazement and wonder, to 
know what was the cause and occasion of these 
remarkable appointments. 


was said that this amne ¢ 52 made Free- | 
it i that th sty of 1852 made I 


Soilers of 1848 as worthy of confidence and re- 
ward as the old guard, who had never swerved. 
It is upon that principle the Administration has 
been conducted, It is idle to deny that this course 
of policy disgusted the soundest men of the party. 
They had never worked quietly in harness with 
those men, who have since been so busy in crush- 
ing out the Democratic party of New York. 

A hich Cabinet officer, (the Attorney General, ) 
it is said, was found, at the last election in our 
State, throwing his weight against us. 
learned gentleman has been recently engaged in 
crushing outin Massachusetts. We were not sur- 
prised at that, for we knew that for twenty-five 
years he had been doing nothing but trying to 


crush out the Democratic party throughout the | 
country; and when he got an office of influence | 
and power, we were not surprised that he turned | 


his efforts against the *‘ old guard’’ of New York. 
We were not amazed that that gentleman, who 
had been engaged in crushing out the Democratic 
party all his life, should keep his hand in by at- 


tempting to crush out all that was left of the De- | 


mocracy in New York—the *‘old guard.”’ The 
past political history of that gentleman is authen- 
tically written upon the Journals of this House; 
which show that for a long series of years he was 
in the van of those who made themselves conspic- 
uous by their constant and zealous opposition to 
all the leading measures of the Democratic party, 
and to the party itself. He is now carrying on 


the same war against the Hards of New York, | 


under the auspices of the Administration. 


When they found these appointments made, | 


it was discovered that they were upon the point of 


being eaten up—of being exhausted—of being | 


anti-nationalized—of being abolitionized by this 
fatal coalition; and they became disheartened. | 
care not for myself, personally, whether gentle- 
men from the South now repudiate the rank and 
file of the North that stbod ,by them during their 
darkest hours. 
itself, in fact, does repulse us. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 

Mr. CUTTING. 
the South, and I have every reason to love them. 
My nearest and closest connections are with them. 
My children look to their relatives there as being 
as near and closely allied to them in blood as their 
relatives by their father’s side are in the North; 


We do not. 


and I therefore love the South too well not to hope || 


that in the main, when they get at the truth, they 
are and will be with us, and that they will recog- 
nize those as their friends who were such when 
they stood in need of friends. I speak for my- 
self, and those who associate with me, in saying 
that nothing you can do at the South can alter 
the settled principles that we entertain in regard 
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The same | 


I love the gallant people of | 


comes which may put in hazard those rights,you 
will find that the Hards will be where they have 
always been. I will venture another prediction, 
that there will be no questions then asked as to 
‘who the Hards are?’’ and there will be no refer- 
ence to works of fiction for the purpose of casting 
a sarcasm upon the reliable, the sound, steadfast, 
and honest friends of the equal rights of the 
States, 


In an evil hour, and through the misjudgment 


of many who were sincere in their expectations, 
the coalition I have alluded to was formed in New 
York. What coalition formed like it ever stood? 
You have many examples in history, and among 
them you will remember that of Fox and Lord 


North, the Minister of George III., men of oppo- | 


site principles—the one the enemy, and the other 


the friend of this country. These two leaders co- | 
alesced in order to obtain power, and brought their | 


party together into a coalition; how long did it 
stand ? 
did itdo? Nothing but to destroy the reputation 
and blemish the character of one of the noblest 
statesmen that Great Britain ever produced. Co- 
alitions are always corrupt. They stand upon 
no principle except that which is derogatory to 
human nature. The principle of coalition is, to 
take men of opposite principles and views and 
to band’ them together—like Swiss hired for the 
occasion—for the purpose of carrying a given cam- 
paign, with the hope of plunder and reward stim- 
ulating them to united exertion. 

This Administration is conducted upon the prin- 
ciples of a coalition, and you can make nothing 
else of it. When I see a coalition formed between 
Buffalo Free-Soilers and men of opposite princi- 


ples; when I find men who have been the con- || 
stant enemies of the Democratic party taken and | 


elevated to places in the Government; can I call 
it anything less than a clear and palpable coalition 
of opposite extremes, cemented by nothing but the 
hope of present reward, and the absurd hope that 
they can form of this coalition an Administration 


party—a Pierce party—to renominate the present | 
Executive, and to keep him and his friends in | 
The ten- | 
dency of all these acts and appointments points un- || 
mistakably in that direction. It seems to be the idea | 


office? That seems to be the notion. 


that this coalition, which has thus far succeeded, 
ean succeed in crushing out forever all opposition 
to their designs; that by getting friends into power 
they can succeed in creating a party by which 
they can renominate the present incumbent, carry 


| the next presidential election, and retain in office || 
all the incumbents, high and low. Let me gay to | 
them that there never was a time, unless it was the | 
result of an accident, and where some great pub- | 


lic exciting question was presented with which the 


Administration was identified, and upon which the | 
views and feelings of the people were greatly en- | 
listed, when such a scheme succeeded. This occa- || 
sion will not, in my opinion, be an exception to || 


the rule. 


I have been led into these prolonged observa- | 


tions, without having had the least idea of address- 


ing this committeee upon the present occasion; and | 
it was only because the gentleman from Alabama, | 
{Mr. Smiru,] for whom I entertain a sincere re- || 
gard, who I observed the other day, though || 
| standing alone, had the manliness and independ- || 
ence to announce his opinion in reference to the || 
Koszta case;—l say it was only when that gentle- || 
man, who had thus gained my esteem, asked a || 


question, that I, believing his motives to be good, 


| and that he desired, in good faith, the information || 
| for which he asked, have volunteered these obser- 
Ido not believe that the South | 


vations. 


But I believe I have already exhausted the || 
| patience of the committee, and I will therefore || 
close with the request that what I have said shall | 


not be considered by the House as a consumption 
of the time of the gentleman from Alabama, but as 
a sort of interlocutory proceeding. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. The debate which 


I commenced rather playfully has taken so serious | 
a turn that it becomes me to reply, to some extent, || 


to the remarks of the gentleman from New York, 


{Mr. Currine.] Now, sir, when I asked the | 


gentleman from New York, over the way, [Mr. 
Wa su,] to tell methe difference between ‘*Hards”’ 


and ‘*Softs,” I sincerely desired that his reply | 


should go out with his speech, for the information 


| of the country; and I am glad that the honorable 
to the rights of the States; and when the conflict | 


gentleman from New York nearest to me [Mr. 


NAL GLOBE, 


Of what good was it capable? and what | 


Jan. 18 


’ 
Curtine] has taken so much pains to make this 
response, because I believe that the country really 
desires the information. The question is, whether 
the country will take it as the gentleman has 
given it, 

Now, I understood the gentleman, in the be- 
ginning of his remarks, to admit that he entered 
into the coalition by which General Pierce was 
elected President of the United States. 

Mr. CUTTING, (interrupting.) No, I said no 
such thing. I was alluding to the coalition jin 
New York, and notto the proceedings at Balti- 
more in 1852, when I was not present. I did al] 

_that any one possibly could do to prevent it, 
When it was formed, when it was under way, I 
said, try the experiment fairly; and | gave it sup- 
perk until the party broke at Syracuse in Septem- 

er last; and then, when it broke, I fell back 
where I would go naturally, with my old friends, 
Was it to be supposed that when the party broke 
1 should fall in with those whom I had all alone 
been opposing to the best of my ability? Does 
the gentleman from Alabama now know the dif- 
ference between the Hards and the Softs? 

Mr. SMITH, (resuming.) The question may 
arise ‘*Who broke the party?”’ and it may bea ver 
important question. The gentleman admits that 
he clung to the coalition which he now denounces; 

| but he says that when the party broke, he deserted 
that coalition. Now, the question is, who broke 

the party? 

Mr. CUTTING. That is another question 
which I will answer when I get an opportunity, 
or to which one of my colleagues, whoever may 
obtain the floor, will answer. 

Mr. SMITH. This brings me seriously to 
consider the state of New York Democratic poli- 
tics, so to speak, now, and for the last twenty 
years. The gentleman dwelt long and seriously 
upon the question of spoils. Now, you must well 
know, sir, that when the leaders of the Demo- 
cratic party in New York go into coalitions, form 
| combinations, and determine to carry the State, 

they always do it; they have never failed yet to 
do it. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL, (interrupting.) Will 
the gentleman from Alabama give way for a mo- 
tion that the committee do now rise? 

Mr. SMITH. I will yield the floor for that 

urpose. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. It is getting late, and 

| I therefore move that this committee do now rise. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. 
Orr] reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had under consideration the Union generally, and 

articularly the following bills, which they had 
instructed him to report back to the House with- 
out amendment, and with a recommendation that 

, they do pass. 

House bill (No. 50) ‘* making appropriations 

| for the payment of invalid and other pensions 
for the year ending June 30, 1855;’’ and 

House bill (No. 47) ‘* making appropriations 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending June 30, 1855.” 

And that the committee had also had under 
consideration, House bill (No. 49) ‘‘to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854;’’ and had 

| come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 1 move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I trust that the gentleman 
will withdraw his motion until the bills, which 
have just been reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, are ordered 
to be engrossed, read a third time, and passed. It 
| will take but a few minutes to do so. ; 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw the motion 

to adjourn. F 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon 

|| ordering the invalid pension appropriation bill to 
| be engrossed and read athird time. —s 

Mr. LILLY. This is an important bill, involv- 
ing the expenditure of a large amount of money, 

‘and ought to be acted upon witha full House. | 
therefore move that the House do now adjourn. 

| Mr. COBB. I rise toa pavilones question. I 

|| move to reconsider the vote by which certain pro- 
|| positions in reference to the combination of rail- 
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roads to the Pacific, were referred to the select || Mr. ADAMS presented the memorial of Clem- || second reading. The report was ordered to be 


committee of thirteen. I do not propose the con- | ents, Bryan & Co., praying indemnity for losses |) printed. 

sideration of the motion at this time; but only that | sustained by the rescinding of a contract for fur- He also, from the same committee, to which 

jt shall be entered upon the Journal. nishing supplies; which was referred to the Com- || was referred the petition of James Chapman, aid- 
Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from New || mittee on the Judiciary, |, ministrator of Thomas Chapman, to have paid 

Jersey insists on his motion, | would request the || Mr. CHASE presented @ petition of the mem- || over to him one fourth part of the proceeds of 


withdrawal of it until | can submit a motion to | bers of the General Assembly of Ohio, praying || 
recommit the bill from the Committee of the Whole | ‘the division of the State into two judicial districts; 
on the state of the Union, so that they may come | which, as a bill upon the subject was pending 
up first in order for consideration to-morrow. before the Senate, was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. LILLY. I withdraw the motion to ad- 
journ. 4 Lbs 
. The bill making appropriations for the pay- || On motion if Mr. FOOT, the communication 
ment of invalid and other pensions of the United | received yesterday from the Postmaster General, 
States, for the year ending June 30, 1855, was | !0 compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
then ordered to be engrossed, and read a third || the 9th instant, in regard to the repeated detention | 
time a ; of the northern mails, particularly between the | 
Mr. READY. I do not think that the House is |, cities of New York and Washington, was ordered || o¢ the occupation of his land as a military station, 
now in a condition to consider the proposition, || be printed. submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 


and therefore move that we do now adjourn. | =69©pAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. || relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
Mr. ORR. If the gentleman will permit me, || 


the cargo of the brig Diana, condemned as vio- 
lating the revenue laws, submitted a report, ac- 
| companied by a bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of the late Thomas Chapman, for- 
DETENTION OF NORTHERN MAILS. merly collector of the port of Georgetown, South 
Carolina; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the documents in 
support of the claim of Richard Fitzpatrick for 
compensation for losses sustained in consequence 


‘ . | reading, The report was ordered to be printed. 
; ; b . SHIELDS, it was ° 
before he submits his motion to adjourn, | will | Cee eae Laas a ate bs wie. | He also, from the same committee, to which 
move a recommittal of the bills to the Committee | esa from the files of the Senate, and referred to the |, W788 referred the memorial of Don B. Juan Dom- 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to keep | Committee on Military Affairs. || ereq, @ or. ney a, n pa > 
them from the Speaker’s table. | o Bo Ba site |, companied by a bill for his relief; which was read, 
bs . : n motion by Mr. MASON, it was 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that their | y : 


: ; : Ordered, That the memorial of John Balestier, on the and passed oa second reading. The Papers. wees 
consideration be postponed until to-morrow. || files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Foreigu ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ORR. I agree to the gentleman’s motion. |, Relations. : || Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval Af- 

I am for anything to keep them off the table. || On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was || fairs, to which was referred the petition of James 

The question was taken, and Mr. Jones’s mo- || dered, That the memorial of John Connell, in behalf || W- Low, reported a bill for the compensation of 

tion was agreed to, 


|| of sundry claimants in New York, Boston, Philadelphia, || James W. Low and others, for the capture of the 
The question was then taken on the motion to || and Baltimore, for return of duties collected under the tariff sritish private-armed schooner Ann, during the 


adjourn, and it was agreed to. a et the Hedienetie at gk ape Of aye Panete, BES ve || late war with Great Britain; which was read, and 
Thereupon the House adjourned until to-mor- . 


: Ot passed to a second reading. 
row at twelve, m. |, On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


He also, from the same committee, to which 
Ordered, That the petition of the administrator of John |, was referred the petition of Purser T. P. MeBiair, 
|, Anderson be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
' 


IN SENATE. 


PETITIONS, ETC. . s of notice given some days since, | now ask leave 
Mr. FISH presented the petition of citizens of || REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. to introduce a bill granting lands to the State of 


New York, praying Congress to enter intoacon- || Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Com- || Pennsylvania, in aid of the construction of the 
tract with Christian Hansen for the transporta- || mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the | Sunbury and Erie Railroad, and to establish and 
tion of the United States mails in steamers from | memorial of citizens of Philadelphia against the endow a normal school for the gratuitous enduca- 
the United States to certain ports in Europe; | removal of the United States Mint from that city, | tion of female teachers, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post || asked to be discharged from its further considera- | As the grantasked for in it is somewhat different, 
Office and Post Roads. || tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on | or for objects differing from those hitherto made, 

Also, a petition of inspectors of the port of New || Finance; which was agreed to. I beg leave to occupy the attention of the Senate 
York, praying for an increase of compensation; | Mr. PETTIT. The Committee onthe Judicia- } for five minutes in explanation of the provisions 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- | ry, to which was referred a resolution of the Sen- | of the bill, and in giving some brief reasons for 
merce. || ate, directing that committee to inquire whether, || presenting it. 


referred to the Committee on Claims reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
~ i : ia yassed to a second reading. 
Wenpnespay, January 18, 1854. | On motion by Mr. FOOT, it was if 
Prayer by Rev. Wituram H. Mirsurn. || Ordered, That the petition and secompanying papers of || RAILROADS AND NORMAL SCHOOL. 
° , || Ira Day be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- | ’ oT : : rae ae 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, in pursuance 
| 


_Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented the pe- || consistently with the Constitution, provision can || Leave was granted to introduce the bill. 
tition of the Mayor and aldermen of the city of || be made for referring causes instituted according || Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, in introducing 
Memphis, Tennessee, praying the establishment | 


' to the course of the common-law to referees, and | 
of a marine hospital in that city; which was re- || whether such provisions, if they could be consti- | 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. tutionally made, would be expedient, have directed | 
Mr. JOHNSON presented the petition of W. || me to make a report; which | ask may be printed. | 
Claude Jones, praying compensation for services || The report is adverse to the power. || six hundred and eleven acres of the public lands 
rendered in the Florida war of 1837 and 1838;!|| It was so ordered. || of the United States, one half of which is to be 
which was referred to the Committee on Military } Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- | appropriated to aid in the construction of the Sun- 
Affairs. : || merce, to which was referred the petition of Fran- | bury and Erie Railroad, a work designed to con- 
Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of John || cis Barnes, praying compensation for services as | nect the Atlantic ocean with the western lakes, by 
McCutchen, praying compensation for perform- || inspector in the custom-house at New Orleans, | a route shorter by nearly one hundred miles, and 
ing certain clerical duties in the office of the Se- || submitted an adverse report thereon; which was |, with lighter grades, than any other road hitherto 
cond Comptroller of the Treasury; which was || ordered to be printed. constructed between the waters of the lakes and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- || those of the ocean. This road is of as much na- 
Mr. COOPEK presented a report of the pro- || diciary, to which was referred the memorial of | tional importance as any other to which the Gov- 
ceedings of a public meeting, held in the city of | Benjamin S. Roberts, praying compensation for || ernment has ever lent its aid—connecting, as 1 
Philadelphia, in favor of a reduétion in the rates || losses incurred during the Mexican war, asked to || have already stated, Philadelphia with Erie, and 
of ocean postage; which was referred to the Com- || be discharged from its further consideration, and | the Atlantic with the lakes. The national charac- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | that it be referred to the Committee on Military | ter of this work has been repeatedly recognized 
Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Jean | Affairs; which was agreed to. by officers connected with the Topographical Bu- 
Baptiste Beaubien, of Illinois, praying indemnity He also, from the same committee, to which was | reau. Colonel Abert, in his report to the Secre- 
for the loss of certain lands in the city of Chica- || referred the bill explanatory of an act for the re- | tary of War, onthe 6th of November, 1845, says: 
go, in said State; which was referred to the Com- || lief of Benjamin S. Roberts, asked to be dis- | ** This railroad will furnish a communication be- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. charged from its further consideration, the matters | tween Erie and Philadelphia, and cannot of itself 
Also, the petition of M. Lovell, an officer of the || in regard to it having been under the consideration | fail to give to the harbor of Erie considerations 
Army, praying that the compensation allowed | of a former committee, and the principle disal- | of great national importance.” 


officers of the rmy, while attending courts-mar- || lowed. The bill next provides, that so much of the re- 
tial, may be increased; which was referred to the maining half of the lands granted to the State of 


Committee on Military Affairs. L Pennsylvania as shall be necessary for the pur- 
Mr. HOUSTON presented the memorial of E. pose, shall be appropriated by the Legislature of 
J. McLane, praying compensation for his services the State in establishing and endowing a normal 


in seizing and detaining horses and mules smug- | accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was | school, at some suitable place, for the gratuitous 
gled into the United States from Mexico; which | education of female teachers; and the residue, if 


| read, and passed to a second reading. 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. any, to be applied in aid of such works of internal 


m _. || The report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. STUART presented the petition of citi-|, He also, from the same committee, to which || improvement as the Legislature may think proper. 
hatever may have been formerly thought of 


zens of Muskegon, Michigan, praying the estab- | was referred the memorial of Samuel A. Hemp- 

lishment of a mail route from Mill Point, via Mus- stead, praying compensation for services as dis- granting lands to aid in the construction of works 

kegon, to Croton, in that State; which was re- | trict attorney in defending claims to lands in Ar- | of internal improvement within the States, the 
policy of such grants has been recognized by 


this bill to the Senate, I desire to make a few re- 
marks explanatory of its objects. 

This bill grants to the State of Pennsylvania 
two millions three hundred and eighty thousand 


He also, from the same committee, to which || 
was referred the petition of John G. Camp, pray- 
ing the settlement of his accounts as marshal of 
the middle district of Florida, submitted a report, 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and || kansas, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
Post Roads. ‘for his relief, which was read, and passed to a'!! years of practice, and the appropriation of many 
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millions of acres of the public lands. 
granted for this purpose, it 1s true, have been 
generally contiguous to the roads they were in- 








tended to aid, and always within the limits of the | 


States through which the roads were located. But 
although within the States, these lands were as 
much the property of the United States as if they 
had been outside of the State boundaries; and the 
members of the corporations to which they bave 
been granted are frequently the residents of other 
States than those through which the improvements 
pass. ‘ no : 

I am aware, Mr. President, that a distinction 
has been attempted to be drawn in favor of the 
grants to improvements in the new States. But 
this distinction has no foundation, either in justice 
or equity. The distinction attempted to be drawn, 
consists of the alleged fact, that the United States 
not only lose nothing by granting, as they do, the 
alternate sections for purposes of improvement 
within the States, but that, on the contrary, they 
become gainers by the increased facility of selling 
the reserved sections, and the appreciation which 
takes place in their price. This is plausible; but 
there is something sophistical in theargument. If 


these improvements, for whose benefit the lands | 


are granted, were constructed by the companies 
which own them, from their own resources, the 


lands contiguous to them would rise in price, and | 
trade and commerce receive all the stimulating | 
effects that are erroneously supposed to be the re- || 


sult of the Government grants. 

it is sometimes said that works of internal im- 
provement in the new States would stand still for 
want of means to carry them on unless Govern- 
ment should aid them with grants of land, such as 
many of them have received. 


might not have been constructed but for the aid 
afforded by Government. But how many works 
of internal improvement in the old States have 
been deferred for want of adequate means to carry 
them on? Government aid is as necessary in the 
old States as in the new ones; for it is not true, as 
we are sometimes told, that the new States are 
too poor to make internal improvements without 
the aid of Government. Almostall the new States 
are in the enjoyment of unexampled prosperity, 
possessing resources in the fertility of their soil 
which are unequaled in the older States, But 
this is not all. Even independently of the grants 
of land which they have received from the Gov- 
ernment, the new States have, in most instances, 
made the capital of the citizens of the old States 
tributary to their enterprises of internal improve- 
ment. Scarcely one of the great improvements in 
the western States but has enlisted the aid of east- 
ern capitalists in its construction. The effect of 
these grants is, therefore, to swell the revenues of 
the stockholders in our eastern cities, who are 
largely interested in most of these enterprises. 

But to return to the argument, that a distinction 
favorable to the new States exists in the fact that 
the Government is fully indemnified for the lands 
granted to them, by the enhanced price of the 
reserved sections. Let this be conceded, and 
what does it amount to? The lands granted are 
for that reason none the less a gift to the compa- 
nies engaged in making the improvements; and 
such gift is made at the expense of the purchasers 
of the lands, who are thereby compelled to pay a 
double price for them. These improvements, it 
is true, enhance both the lands and their products, 
by opening a cheaper road to better markets; but 
this effect is produced by railroads and canals in 
the old States as well as the new. What would 
be the advantages of the railroads and canals of 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, and other 
new States, in comparison with what they are, 
were it not for similar improvements in the old 
States, through which their surplus products are 
a into the laps of the cities on the sea- 

oard? 

The railroads and canals of New York, Penn- 
sylvania, and Massachusetts are scarcely less 
productive of benefit to the people of the States 
which I have mentioned, than to the people of 
the States through which they pass. And will 
it be pretended that the improvements in the old 
States do less to promote the prosperity, and in- 
crease the wealth, power, and security of the 
whole country, than similar improvements in the 
new ones? If they do not, the argument that 


the United States are more benefited by a grant || 


It is, no doubt, in | 
fa measure, true, that some of these improvements | 





of lands to the new States than to the old ones, is Mr. WADE. 


fallacious. 

The truth is, when rightly told, that the doub- 
ling of the price of the alternate sections, as is now 
the practice, is a tax upon the people of the coun- 
try for the benefit of the railroad corporations, 
which are the grantees of the lands. Itis time that 
this fallacy should be exploded; and the people 
made to understand that these grants, which the 
clever ingenuity of our western friends has made 
them believe were a benefit to the country, are, 
when rightly understood, a tax upon themselves. 


And, Mr. President, is there not something in | 


| this policy inconsistent with the idea now so 
_ prevalent in the country, that it is the duty of 


Congress to provide free farms for the people? | 


There is no sort of harmony between the legisla- || 


tion which increases the price of one portion of the 
public lands, whilst it proposes to make gratuitous 
concessions of another. 

1 have no objection whatever to grant lands to 
aid in making improvements calculated to increase 
the wealth, power, and prosperity of the country. 
But while we give lands to railroads, let us not sell 
them to the people ata double price. Let us also 
be just. 


Concede as much to the new States as | 


| you please; but, in doing so, do not refuse to deal | 
| with equal liberality to the old ones, at the expense | 


of whose blood and treasure the lands you are 

giving away were acquired. 

| ‘The other purpose for which the proposed grant 

| is made is one of such obvious public utility as to 
need no argument to enforce it. It is, as I have 


for the gratuitous education of female teachers. 
The merit of this suggestion belongs to an accom- 


plished lady, Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, and is one | 


which I am sure will commend itself to every lib- 
eral and patriotic mind. 
| before the Senate for its action, | will use my priv- 


When the bill comes | 


ilege as a Senator in pointing out its advantages at | 


length. 

| One word more, and I have done. My object 
| in fixing upon the number of acres which the bill 
| proposes to grant was, that if other States should 
at any time think proper to follow the example of 
Pennsylvania, there might be a criterion for the 
number of acres found in the number of their pop- 
| ulation at the time the census of 1850 was taken. 
| The number of acres mentioned in the bill was 
the number of people in the State in 1850. 

The bill was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. COOPER. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I do not rise for 
the purpose of opposing the reference of this bill, 
but Deena help, at this time, observing that it 
comes with exceeding bad grace from the State of 
Pennsylvania to ask for a donation of lands for 
the purpose of constructing railroads in that State, 
while itis an open and notorious fact, known I 


open hostility to any communication across her 
for the purpose of railroad communication. She 
is entirely opposed to that: her people are in hos- 
tility to the General Government, disobeying the 
decrees of the Federal courts, imprisoning the mar- 
| shals sent to execute the process of those courts, 
| burning the bridges of the railroad company, 
| tearing up their railroads for some three or four 


| weeks in succession, showing a disposition to in- | 


|terrupt all communication between the east and 
west across that great thoroughfare. I suppose, 
sir, that it is a fact that there is obstructed on its 
way to market there, by reason of that hostility, 
hundreds of thousands of dollars worth, and I do 
not know but millions, of perishable property 
that will probably be lost in consequence of this 
resistance to the laws of the Government. I say 
then, sir, that it comes with an ill grace from that 
State to call on the General Government to grant 
lands for her benefit, whilst her people stand out 
in open hostility to all the rest of the States. They 
ought not to do it; they ought not to ask for the 
grant until, at all events, they have put down the 
rioters; and they have not, in my judgment, shown 
an inclination to do so. 

I believe there is power in the State to quell the 
riots, if it would; but the last information which 
we have received on the subject, this morning, is 
that after the road had been rebuilt, it has been 
| destroyed again. 

Mr. BUTLER. By the women. 





suppose to everybody, that she stands now in | 
PF yooay 
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It was by men in women’s 
clothes, sir. (Laughter.] 

Mr. DAWSON. Last night? 

Mr. WADE. Yes, sir, [ believe it was last 
night, or the night before last. Now, Mr. Presi- 
dent, { do not know that the General Govern. 
ment can do anything on this subject; but I do 
know that something ought to be done;-and I take 
this occasion merely to give notice that such is the 
condition in which we find Pennsylvania with 
We have found her 
Governor writing to the rioters and saying that 
he sympathizes very sincerely with them; and 
we have reason to believe that they are strong] 


| backed by other portions of the State, and b 


Philadelphia, which is asking, for the benefit of 
this great road, a grant of land to construct it, 


| while the State itself will not permit a railroad 
| across it to another market. 


I have no Opposition 
to the reference of the bill; only [ wish to connect 
with the grant a condition that Pennsylvania shall 
let her railroads be used for the purposes for which 
they are constructed. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I have one 
word to say in reply to my honorable friend from 
Ohio. He is a Jawyer, and I believe, indeed I am 
sure from what | have seen here, a very good one. 
If, therefore, it were true that a very insignificant 
noe of our nearly three millions of people have 

een engaged in violating the law, it would be no 


| reason at all wh justice should not be done to the 
| other portion. B 

| tory in relation to the transactions at Erie; and 
stated already, to establish and endew a school | 


ut, sir, there is an unwritten his- 


although I deprecate violence at all times, although 
I would always have the people of the State which 
I represent bow submissively to the laws, I will 
say that there are sometimes provocations that 
would stir the stagnant blood, even in the hearts 
of cowards. The gentleman’s constituents have 
used provocations which were well calculated to 
produce the very scenes of violence which have 
taken place there; and, sir, when this unwritten 
history comes to be published, it will be found, in 
all probability, that the aggressions and wrongs at 
Erie are not the aggressions and wrongs of the 
people of Erie. 

In saying this, I repeat, that I wish never to 
encourage a spirit that sets the laws of the country 
at defiance; but I feel bound to say this much in 
justice to my constituents; and I shall further take 
another and more fitting opportunity than the 
present, to show, at least, where the truth lies, 
where the aggression came from, and that if there 
is wrong on the one side, there has been outrage to 
provoke it. 

Mr. WADE. I have only one word to say in 
reply to the gentleman. e says that the ag- 
gressions have been provoked by outrages on the 
part of the railroad companies. I have only to 
say on that subject, that the question of these 
controversies has been adjudicated upon and ad- 
justed by the courts of Pennsylvania, which have 
found the gentleman at fault; and the rioters were 
acting in open opposition to the mandates of the 
Federal courts, and also of the courts of the State; 
therefore it does not come -very well from the 
Senator to say that the companies were altogether 
in the wrong. The presumption certainly ought 
to be the other way, inasmuch as they have the 


judgments of the courts upon their side. 


This has not been a new thing in Pennsylvania. 
From the time of the whisky insurrection onward, 


| from the western part of the State to the eastern 


art, insurrections have not been very unusual. 
But I am not going into that subject now. | only 
want this thing looked into, so that the grants of 
land shall contain the condition that there shall be 
peace towards the rest of the Union in future. 
The motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
on Public Lands was agreed to. 


VERMONT SENATORSHIP. 


Mr. PETTIT. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the special order of the day, 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary in 
reference to the right of the Hon. Samvet S. 
Puetps to a seat in the Senate. I make the mo- 
tion with the view of getting the subject before 
the Senate, and then moving its further postpone- 
ment. I am informed, and such ind I know 
to be the case, that Mr. Puexps, the person most 


| interested in this matter, is confined to his room 


{Laughter. } | 


by indisposition. In view of that, it being just 
to him that he should be present not only to have 
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.that there is no disposition upon our part to inter- 
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he privilege of discussing the subject himself, but 


of hearing all the debates upon it, | propose to 
make it the special order for some day hereafter; 
and | would now state that I have consulted with 
some of those who desire to debate the question 
on each side, and they have come to the common 
understanding, I believe, that this day week will 
suit better than any other. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. May I sug- 
gest to the Senator from Indiana that the Senator || 
from ‘l'exas, [Mr. Rusx,] and the Senator from || 
Georgia [Mr. Toomss] are absent; but they will 
be here in the course of a fortnight, and we shall || 
then have a full Senate. Would it not be well to 
postpone’the subject until that time? 

Mr.GWIN. Say Monday week. 

Mr. PETTIT. It is not material, so far as I 
am concerned; but I am informed that there is one 
Senator—indeed I know it—who desires to debate 
the negative of the proposition of the report, and 
to take ground with the minority. It will not suit 
his convenience to be here next Monday, or next || 
Tuesday; but next Wednesday it will. I should | 
be quite willing to adopt the suggestion of the Sen- | 
tor from Kentucky but for this consideration. A | 
great many Senators have spoken to me about it, | 
and said that this, being a question of privilege, 
ought to be pressed at as early a day as prudence, 
and propriety, and justice to the Senator, whose 
seat is in doubt or solution, would allow. I there- 
fore think, from both views of the subject, we had 
better postpone it for a week. By that time, I | 
am satisfied, the Senator from Vermont [Mr. || 


Puewrs) will be in his seat, as well as the other | 
Senator to whom I have alluded, who desires to 
debate the question. 

Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator from Indiana 
willsay Monday week. The Nebraska bill is to | 
be taken up next Monday, and the week will | 
probably be occupied with it. 

Mr.CHASE. We can postpone that. 

Mr.GWIN. We can take it up and pass it || 
next week. 

Mr. SUMNER. We will not pass it next 
week. 

Mr. BUTLER. One of my colleagues upon 
the committee, the honorable P Pra from Del- 
aware, [Mr. Bayarp,] is not likely, according to 
his arrangements, to be here before Tuesday night; 
so that if there is a postponement of the question 
with the view to accommodate any person, it is 
more particularly to accommodate him, because I 
think he item to address the Senate on the 
question. This being a question of privilege, it 
ought to be acted upon at as early a day as can be 
well fixed, because the Senate may be very much 
embarrassed if the honorable gentleman should be 
called on to vote upon any measure of importance. 
Such questions usually have precedence in all par- || 
liamentary bodies, but as the gentleman is unwell, 
we certainly should not force it on in his absence. 
But Wednesday has been suggested expressly in 
reference to the accommodation of the honorable 
Senator from Delaware. || 


Mr. FOOT. I desire to say, in behalf of my || 
colleague and myself, whose State is most directly | 
and deeply interested in the result of this question, | 





pose any obstacle, or any cause of delay, beyond | 
what may be due to the justice and importance of | 
the case and the interests of all the parties con- | 
cerned. It is known personally to me, that my | 
colleague, from indisposition, is unable to appear 
in his seat this morning with safety to himself, 
considering the state of his health. He has ex- | 
pressed to me a desire to be heard at length by the 
Senate upon the question. I cannot doubt that | 
there is an entire disposition on the part of the |, 
Senate to accord to him the usual privilege and || 
courtesy which have been extended to others whose | 
right to a seat here has been brought in question. | 
While I would avoid any appearance of, or any | 
effort to delay the earliest final decision of the | 
question, considering the state of my colleague’s | 
health at this time, I regard it but reasonable that | 
some time further should be given, in order that he |. 
may have an opportunity to be beard upon a ques- | 
tion so important, and so interesting to him and to || 
our State. Whether it be next Monday or next |, 
Wednesday, is a-matter of indifference to me. 1] 
The motion to proceed to the consideration of |, 
the special order was agreed to. 


Mr. PETTIT. I now move that it be post- || 


poned to, and made the special order of the day 
for, W ednesday next. 


The motion was agreed to. 
MARINE HOSPITAL AT ST. MARKS. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the Senate, as | 


| in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | Mr. GWIN. He has a right to speak on any 


the bill reported from the Committee on Com- 


| merce, ** to provide for the establishment of a ma- 


rine hospital at St. Marks, in the State of Florida.”’ 
It proposes to appropriate $5,000 for the pur- 
se of establishing a marine hospital at St. 
Marks, for the accommodation of sick and dis- 
abled American seamen. 
Mr. MALLORY. I think the reading of the 
detter of the Secretary of the Treasury, which ac- 
companies the report of the committee, will be suf- 


ficient to satisfy every Senator of the propriety of || 


passing this bill. I ask, therefore, that the letter 


_may be read. 


The letter was accordingly read. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN OHIO. 


On motion by Mr. CHASE, the Senate resumed, 
as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 


| of the bill ** to divide the State of Ohio into two 
| judicial districts, and to provide for holding the 


district and circuit courts of the United States 
therein. 


Mr. PEARCE. I should be glad ifthe Senator 


|| from Ohio would consent to let this bill lie over 


for a few days. My reason for making this request 
is simply this: 1 have received a letter from a 
member of the bar of Ohio, who informs me that 
he, and some others, are about to proceed to 
Washington, with the view to make some repre- 
sentation in regard to this subject. I know nothing 
myself of the facts, but lam informed by him that 
there is no necessity for the division of the district 
of Ohio; thatthe business of the district court there 
is not such as to occupy more than two weeks in 
any one term; and that the location of the court is 
suitable, inasmuch as, although theadmiralty busi- 
ness comes from the lakes, in part, and the residue 


from the Ohio river, there is yet such facility of | 
communication by railroad to Columbus, that par- | 


ties and witnesses, and all interested, can have no 
inconvenience in going there when necessary for 
the purpose of attending court. If these facts be 
so, itis perhaps worthy of oe whether we 
ought to pass the bill. I should like at any rate, 
without meaning to express any definite opinion 
in regard to it, to have it laid over until we can 
obtain further information from those who, it 
seems, are coming here for the purpose of giving 
ittous. It seems to me that this is not an un- 


|| reasonable request. 


Mr. CHASE. I explained yesterday the rea- 
sons which induced me to ask the prompt consid- 
eration of this bill by the Senate. The commu- 
nication to which the Senator refers is of the same 
tenor, I have no doubt, as that which has been 
addressed to my colleague and to myself. A few 
gentlemen in the interior of the State, near to the 
place where the courts are at present held—the 
city of Columbus—undoubtedly prefer that the 
courts should remain there. The great public inter- 
ests involved require that the courts should be held 
at points indicated by the bill—the two chief cities 
of the State—one upon Lake Erie, the other upon 
the Ohio river. My colleague, some ten or fifteen 
days since, having received a letter or letters from 


| some of those gentlemen, requesting that the bill 


should lie over for a few days, I consented to it 
at that time, saying that if they should not be 
here to make their opposition by Monday last, | 
would move to take up the bill. They have not 
come on, and I see no reason why we should wait 
their further action. Under these circumstances, 
I trust the Senator from Maryland will offer no 
° ition to the immediate consideration of the 
bill. Whatever objections are to be made to it can 
be made and considered in the other House, where 
this local interest has a local representative. Here, 
both the Senators from the State agree that the 
bill is required by the interests of the State, by 
the interests of the Government, and by the ‘inter- 
ests of suitors, and ought not to be delayed. 

Mr. GWIN. I know nothing about this mat- 
ter, but I hope that the Senator from Ohio will 
agree to the proposition of the Senator from Mary- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


197 


2. ‘ : 
| 


| land, for this reason: My colleague, [Mr. Wet- 
LeR,} who is confined to his room by indisposition, 
and who takes an interest in this bil, cannot come 
| to the Senate, or he would be here for the purpose 
of paying some attention to the question. 


Mr. CHASE. Will he oppose the bill? 


| question which presents itself here. He is a na- 
tive of Ohio; and he has a right to speak on this 
question. He is now confined to his room by 
| sickness; and [ think that the courtesy due to a 
Senator so situated demands that a questian in 
which he takes an interest should not be consid- 
ered at this time. It is nota local, but a national 
question, relating as it does to the dividing of what 
is now one judicial district into two judicial dis- 
tricts. 

Mr. CHASE. I am sure the Senator from 
California could not do a greater disfavor to his 
colleague than to make him responsible for delay 
| in our action on this bill. When it was first be- 

fore the Senate, the Senator from California, who 

is now detained from the Senate by a circumstance 
which I very much regret, objected, upon the 
| ground that no manifestation of the legislative 
opinion of Ohio in regard to it had been made. | 
have since presented the memorial of some fifty of 
the Senators and Representatives in the Legisla- 
ture of the State, asking for prompt action upon 
the bill; and the Senator from California himself, 
after knowing the opinion of the Legislature in 
regard to it, came to me and said, that if he had 
been aware of that state of facts, he sheuld have 
been solicitous for the prompt action of the Sen- 
ate. If he were here now, I know he would agree 
with me. 

Mr. GWIN. Then I have no objection at all. 
I did not know that such was the fact. 

Mr. PETTIY. There are three amendments 
reported to this bill by the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and only one of them is substantial—the 
others being merely formal as to verbiage, leav- 
ing the bill almost as it was before. It has been 
well considered by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
| but I say nothing about the necessity or import- 
| ance of passing such a bill one way or the other. 
| Theonly material amendment thatis proposed is to 

strike out the last section, which made a local hab- 
itation necessary for each peda eee made itob- 
ligatory that the judges should resid. at the place 
of holding the courts. The committee thought 
| that that was an improper and unjustifiable re- 
striction, The salaries paid to the judges in the 
western States would not justify a judgein resid- 
ing in Cincinnati or in Cleveland, where the two 
courts are to be held. As there are great railroad 
facilities in Ohio, the judge may, with great pro- 
yriety, live upon a farm, large or small, as he may 
e able, eight, ten, twelve, or twenty miles from 
the place where the court is held, and be able to 
| go backwards and forwards with great conveni- 
ence. On that account the committee recommend 
the amendment to strike out the section requiring 
| the judge to reside in the city where the court is 
to be held. Otherwise, the committee do not rec- 
ommend the bill to be materially amended. 

The first amendment of the committee was to 
| strike out of the fourth section the words: 

Any of the parties in any suit now pending, which, under 

the provisions of this act, would have been commenced in 
| the northern district, either court for the northern district ; 


| and insert in lieu of them, these words: 


Any party to any suit now pending, which would have 
been commenced in the northern district, if this act had 
been in force before the commencement of said suit, the 
proper court; 


so that the section shall read: 


That upon the application of any party to any suit now 
pending, which would have been commenced in the oorth- 
érn district, if this act had been in foree before the eom - 
| mencement of said suit, the proper court may, and, if all 
the parties consent, shall order that the same be removed, 
for further proceedings, to the proper court forthe northern 
district, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
| The second amendment was a verbal one, in 
| the seventh section to strike out ‘ which judge, 
| . ? : “ a3 
| when appointed,’’ and insert ** who. 
| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 
| The third amendment was to strike out the 
| last section of the bill, in these words : 


Sec. 10. nd he it further enacted, That the judges ot 
| the districts hereby ercated shall respectively reside at the 
|} place of holding the courts of their respective disinets. 


|} The amendment was agreed to. 





rN eee cat ite our 


~~ 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
the amendments were concurred in, and the bill- 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read a third time, and passed. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
tepresentatives, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker of that House had | 
signed an enrolled bill, entitled ** An act concern- | 
ing the district courts of the United States in Cal- 
ifornia.”’ 

The President signed the above named bill. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing that it had passed the bill from the Sen- 
ate concerning the district courts of the United 
States in California; also, a bill explanatory of an 
act entitled **An act for the relief of Benjarain S. 
Roberts.”’ 

Also, that the Speaker of the House had signed 
sundry enrolled bills. 


STEAMSHIP SAN FRANCISCO. | 
The message from the House of Representa- 
tives also announced that it had concurred in the 
resolution of the Senate for the appointment of a 
committee, to join such committee as may be ap- 
pointed by the House of Representatives, to report 
some form of acknowledgment to be adopted by 
Congress to those engaged in the rescue of the 
passengers and crew of the steamship San I’ran- 
cisco, and that it had appointed Mr, Cuanpier 
of Pennsylvania; Mr. McMuuuin of Virginia; Mr. 
Curtine of New York; Mr. Hunt of Louisiana; 
Mr. Prarr of Connecticut; Mr. Eypy of Indiana; 
Mr. Vansant of Maryland; Mr. Crocker of 
Massachusetts, and Mr. Sewarp of Georgia, the 

committee on its part. f 


BILLS SIGNED. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills, which had received the 
signature of the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives: 

** An act to change the name of the American- 
built brig John Dutton, and to grant a register in 
her name;’’ 

**An act to continue in force the act entitled ‘An | 
act to ascertain and settle private land claims in | 
the State of California,’ and for other purposes;”’ 
and 

** An act changing the name of the American- 
built steamer Falcon to that of Queen City.” 


FEES OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I offer the following | 
resolution: 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the | 
act of Congress approved the 26th of February, 1853, entitled | 
**An act to regulate the fees and costs to be allowed to the | 
clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the circuit and district | 
courts of the United States,” as to increase the compensa 
tion of the marshal of the southern and middle division of | 
Alabama, and also the compensation of the clerk of the 


a eee 


resolution so that it shall be general in its terms, 
instead of being confined to the States specially 
mentioned, 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Although that course 
may add strength to the inquiry, and although I 
have heard a great deal of complaint about the in- 
adequacy of the compensation of the officers of 
the courts of the United States, I should not feel 
authorized to accept an amendment of this gen- 
eral nature, unless it be the pleasure of the Senate 
that the inquiry shall be so extended. My object | 
is to obtain some increase of compensation for 
those gentlemen who are now nepaining of the 
want of areasonable allowance. I am willing to 
put the inquiry in any shape which will induce 
the committee to give it the most favorable con: 
sideration. In my own State there is a general 
complaint that, so far as the subordinate officers 
are concerned, the compensation allowed them is 
entirely too low; and therefore it was that 1 was 
inclined to confine the resolution simply to an in- 
quiry as to the compensation of the officers there. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, this is not a 
new subject to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
At the last session, during the time the fee bill 
was under consideration, I think there must have 
been fifty petitions before the committee in regard 
to this matter. If we adopt a general resolution 
of inquiry, we shall open the whole of that fee bill. | 
I know, sir, that that law has met with some op- | 
position everywhere; but, on the whole, | think it | 
has rather been received with satisfaction. 1 now 
give notice to the gentlemen, that if they make 
this a general subject of inquiry, the result will be 
the rejection of all these propositions. If the in- | 
quiry be restricted to a particular case, and the 
information as to that be brought specially before 
the committee, it will probably receive considera- 
tion, and the committee may provide some remedy ; 
butif this inquiry is to assume a general character, 
it will be impossible for us to review, in so short | 
a time, the whole ecale of fees allowed by that bill. | 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. Do I understand the | 


honorable gentleman from Arkansas as simply || 
moving to amend the resolution so as to include | 


the officers of his own State, or so as to make the | 
inquiry general ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr 
in the chair.) 
the honorable Senator from Arkansas, to make 
the resolution one of inquiry in regard to the com- 
pensation of this class of officers throughout the 
United States. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I trustthat, after what 
has fallen from the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, the gentleman from Arkansas will 
not insist upon his amendment; for, as he must 


see, it amounts virtually to the denial of any in- || 


crease of compensation in the particular case in | 
regard to which I propose an inquiry. I insist 





upon the resolution in the form originally offered, || 


particularly as there is some prospect of getting 


it is eminently due. trust, therefore, that, after | 


GLOBE. 


| zontal scale. 
| submitted to the committee, I do not see why they 


The pending amendment is that of |) 


Jan. 


18, 

| phraseology in the resolution, because, under that 
the committee could make the very discrimination 
sought for by the Senator from Alabama; and if 
on investigation, the committee find that the rea, 
sons for discrimination apply to some States and 
not to others, it will be competent for the com- 
mittee to single out those States where the com- 
pensation should be increased, and to present their 
claims to thé Senate. Hence it was that I sug- 
gested the employment of general phraseology as 
the most direct way of arriving at the end sought 
for by the Senator from Alabama; but if he con- 
siders that the amendment which J have sought to 
ingraft upon the resolution embarrasses it, | wi] 
withdraw this amendment as a measureof accom- 
modation to him, and renew that which I first of- 
fered, to embrace the officers of the United States 
courts in the State of Arkansas. 

Mr. MASON. If that course is to be pursued, 
it will result that other gentlemen will move to in- 
clude their States, and I, certainly, for one, shall 
be obliged to ask that the State of Virginia shall 
be included. Now, I understand the chairman of 
the Committee on the Judiciary to say, that if 
the inquiry be made general, it will result in re- 











| jecting the whole measure; but I do not see wh 


it should. I understand that Senator to say, that 
he has reason to believe that the general fee bil! 
which was passed at the last session of Congress 
operated pale and beneficially, in some sec- 


| tions of the country, and operated injuriously in 


others, because we adopted a uniform, or hori- 
If the general inquiry should be 


might not, in their action upon it, report to the 


| Senate where they think the fees should be en- 


larged, and where they think they should be 
allowed to remain as they are. I received a letter 
no later than to-day from the district attorney for 


|| the western district of Virginia, representing that 


if his fees were allowed to remain as they are he 
would feel compelled to throw up the office. | 
know that gentleman; he is an able man, and ona 
who discharges his duty faithfully. And 1 should 
have felt it my duty to bring that case to the at- 
tention of the committee, if it were not for the mo- 
| tion of the Senator from Alabama, which brings 
| up the whole subject. 

I submit that it will be better to make the in- 


|| quiry general, and then let the committee re- 
| . . 
| port to us, as they think proper, those districts 


where they think the emoluments of these officers 


_should be enlarged, and those where they think 
| they should be allowed to remain as they are. I 


therefore renew the amendment which the Senator 


| from Arkansas withdrew, to make the inquiry a 


general one as to the propriety of increasing the 
fees of these officers throughout the United States. 

Mr. BUTLER. The only difficulty upon that 
subject is this: If you make the inquiry general, 
we cannot have such general information as will 


|| enable the committee to come to an intelligent con- 


some increase of ee that case where || 


clusion. If an application were made from Vir- 


' ginia, | should hold the gentleman from Virginia 


district court of the United States at the city of Montgomery, | 
Alabama. | 
As this isa resolution of inquiry, I suppose | 
there will be no objection to its consideration at 
this time. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 


the intimation of the distinguished gentleman || responsible for the information on which the Com- 
from South Carolina, my friend from Arkansas | mittee would frame a bill. If an application came 
will not insist upon burdening this resolution with || from Alabama, I should hold the gentleman from 
a general amendment. | Alabama responsible for the information on which 


Mr. BUTLER. | All that 1 meant to say was, || the bill in that case would be founded. So, too, 


tion. 

Mr. GWIN. I should like to have the resolu- 
tion amended so as to include officers in California; 
therefore, | move to amend it by adding to it these 


words: **and also, of the clerks, marshals, and at- || 
torneys of the northern and southern districts of | 


California.”’ 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I think, after having as- | 
certained the views of some Senators around me, | 
that it is proper that the phraseology of the reso- 
lution should be so altered as to be general in its 


that in some of the districts the compensation of | 


the marshals is abundantly sufficient. The bill has || kansas. 


operated unequally, however, by fixing a hori- | 


| of the case presented by the gentleman from Ar- 
But if you have one of these general 


| propositions, the effect will be that some wil! pour 


zontal scale. We had all the information before || in upon us a great deal of information upon which 


us at the last session; but in spite of that, I have | 
no doubt that injustice has been done to many | 
marshals, while others are receiving more, per- | 
haps, than is an adequate compensation. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. I can say to the Senator | 
from Alabama that my amendment was to alter 
the phraseology of the resolution so as to makeit | 
general in its application, and not specially confine | 


| we can rely, while we shall have no information 


| from other parts; and the result will then be that 
| we shall have to form at last a ory bill, upon 
information from some parts of the Union, but 
without information from others. I prefer that 
' each State shall stand upon its own bottom. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I agree en- 
tirely with the honorable Senator from South 














terms, instead of being applicable to a few States. |, 
I am myself exceedingly desirous that the State || 
of Arkansas, at any rate, should be included in || 
the resolution, if it is to be confined to special || 
cases. I shall, therefore, content myself at pres- || 
ent with moving to include the clerks, attorneys, || 
and marshals in the State of Arkansas. At the || 
same time, I must say that I believe the provisions | 
of the resolution ought to be made general in their 


it to any one of the States or the District of Co- || Carolina. Congress passed a general fee bill 
lumbia. I agree with the chairman of the Judi- | within the last year, fixing on a horizontal scale the 
ciary Committee, that in some States the rates of || fees of all the officers connected with the Federal 
compensation allowed to marshals and clerks of || judiciary throughout the United States. Undoubt- 
the district and circuit courts of the United States || edly that myst operate, in many Cases, injuriously 
are ample; but I think, with due deference to the | and unequally. But still the gerieral principle 
result of the investigations of that committee, that || of equality of compensation for similar servi- 
| they have carried the principle of reform—if re- | ces is a sound one; and it is for those who can 
ve re \ | form it can be called—too far, and in attempting | make out a special case, requiring an increase or 
“pen to all the States. “to generalize the system of fees, they have, un- || alteration of the fees as applied to their particular 
everal Senators. Move that amendment. || avoidably perhaps, inflicted great grievances on | States, to bring that case before the Senate, and 
Mr, SEBASTIAN. I will, at the suggestion || the officers in some of the States. let it be.referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


of some Senators around me, move to amend the!) I have suggested the employment of general |) ciary. If so referred, Imay say for myself,as one 


2 Hor nile 


. —_— - ee a 
a TT EO Sil BEAN aby 


me 


~ 









asians 


prea 
Beye 





~ 


that, 
ation 
id if, 
rea- 
and 
com- 
com- 
their 
sug- 
ry as 
ught 
con- 
‘ht to 
| will 
com- 
st of- 
lates 


sued, 
oO in- 
shall 
shall 
an of 
lat if 
n re- 
why 
, that 
> bill 
rress 
> SeC- 
ly in 
hori- 
id be 
they 
o the 
e en- 
d be 
letter 
y for 
r that 
re he 
a: | 
d ona 
hould 
16 at- 
é mo- 
rings 


1e in- 
e re- 
stricts 
fficers 
think 
re. I 
‘nator 
ry a 
g the 
tates, 
n that 
neral, 
s will 
it con- 
1 Vir- 
rginia 
Com- 
came 
. from 
which 
), too; 
n Ar- 
eneral 
l pour 
which 
nation 
e that 
upon 
n, but 
or that 


pe el- 
South 
xe bill 
ale the 
‘ederal 
doubt- 
‘jously 
inciple 
servi- 
10 can 
pase Or 
ticular 
te, and 
» Judi- 
‘asone 











member of the committee, that I should hold that | compensation of the marshals, clerks, and attor- 
jt was incumbent on a Senator, from any State | neys in their States should be increased, will offer 
making a proposition, to have the fee bill revised, | their propositions, as the gentleman from Califor- 
as regards that State, by clear and undoubted | nia and the gentleman from Arkansas have done, 
facts, to demonstrate to the committee why that | as separate resolutions, or as amendments to this, 
bill is, in its provisions, unequal and unjust as to | and not burden this resolution with a general in- 
the compensation of the officers in that State. If || quiry. 

such a case can be made out, there will then be a || Mr. MASON. I renewed the ae of } 


a_i ED 
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plain reason given why, as to that State, you | the Senator from Arkansas, mere! use | sup- 
should depart from the general principle of the fee | posed that was the sense of the Senate. I have 
bill. Then other Senators, if they think the bill || no desire to make the resolution general; but I ask, || 
inapplicable to their States, can bring forward | at any rate, that the State of Virginia be included. 1} 
similar resolutions. By this course each case will || I withdraw my proposition, and move to amend || 
be referred separately, and each will be, as it || the amendment of the Senator from Arkansas by | 
ought to @e, considered separately; throwing the || inserting further: | 
onus on those who make the proposition to depart || And also of the attorneys, marshals, and clerks of the 
from the general rule which pervades the whole || United States for the eastern and western districts of Vir- | 
United States, to make out, in the clearest man- || 8"! 
ner, the necessity of the exception as applied to || Mr. BRIGHT. I dislike to interpose any ob- | 
their particular State. || jection to the proposition offered by the Senator | 
Mr. CASS. I submit whether this discussion || from Alabama. If | understand it, it is an inquiry || 
is not rather unprofitable? It is very evident to || as to the propriety of increasing the fees of the 
me that weshould have one general proposition || district attorneys, clerks, and marshals. 
before us. If the opposite course-is to be pursued Mr. FITZPATRICK. Not the district at- 
I shall certainly move to insert Michigan, and I || torney—the clerk and marshal in Alabama. 
suppose other gentlemen will move to insert other || Mr. BRIGHT. The presentation of that ques- 
States. I know Meg well that the fees allowed | tion raises the general question as to whether the || 
in Michigan are too low, and, therefore, if the in- || fees of that class of officers in the different States || 
quiry is to be as to particular cases, | shall move || are now sufficient. No longer ago than this || 
to include the officers in that State. The ob- || morning I received a letter from the clerk of the | 
jection to a general resolution which is urged by || district court of the State which I in part repre- 
the honorable chairman [Mr. Butter] I do not || sent here, complaining of the inadequacy of his 
think amounts to much, for this simple reason: || compensation. He shows in detail the inadequacy 
that any gentleman who feels himself interested | of the fees paid to him for the labor which he per- 
will submit the necessary information to the com- || forms. And the same may be said of the marshal. | 
mittee to enable them to act. The form of this {| | have no doubt that the fees paid to the marshal | 
resolution is perfectly indifferent to me; but if it || and district attorney in Alabama are low, and that 
is to apply to a particular case, I intend, asI said || they might, with great propriety, be raised, in 
before, to have Michigan included. b || view of the calkite! ineicaae of compensation that 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. There is a great deal || the General Government is making to her officers 
of force in what has been said by the honorable || everywhere. But I cannot sit by and see the hon- 
Senator from Michigan. From the slight exam- || orable Senator from Alabama introduce a special | 
ination which I have been able to bestow on the || case, when the evil is general, without moving as 
subject, I am satisfied that in the large cities the || an amendment to his proposition to include the 
marshals are amply compensated; and as the gen- || State that I represent. 
tleman from Delaware says, it is those cases which Mr. FITZPATRICK. I am very willing to | 
are exceptions which should be provided for. Pro- || accept that amendment. 
vision should be made for officers who now com- | Mr. BRIGHT. I think the proper direction | 
plain of the want of a sufficient allowance in the ‘| to give to the subject would be to refer it to the 
discharge of their duty. I see a number of Sena- || Judiciary Committee, that they may perfect and 
tors around me who are perfectly quiet in this mat- || report a general bill. I know that the amount of | 
ter, and who, no doubt, are satisfied as to the opera- | compensation paid in New York and some of the |, 
tion of the bill in their States; buta moment’s reflec- || leading cities of the Union would be more than 
tion will satisfy the Senate that there are excep- || would be expected in the western States. The || 
tions. Wehave, for instance, in all our legislation || proper method to adopt, in my judgment, in ref- 
connected with California, allowed a larger com- || erence to this matter, would be to refer it to the 
pensation to officers there than in the other States, || Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to 
and for what reason? Because the cost of living || report a bill graduating the fees in the different | 
there is more than anywhere else in this country. || districts, governed by the circumstances that sur-_ 
Everything there is on a higher scale, and charges | round each case. 1] 
aremore exorbitant. Thereshould be discrimina- || As I remarked before, there is no reason why 
tion in this matter. In many localities the com- | this class of offigers in Alabama should receive 
pensation allowed to these officers is ample; but || more than they do in the State of Indiana. The | 
in many of the southern States there are gentle- || same reason would not apply in the State of Cali- 
men who occupy these positions, who, I can show || fornia. There this class of officers should receive 
to the satisfaction of the committee and the Sen- | more; there is no doubt about that. These are || 
ate, are not able to make enough, after paying || matters which could all be referred to the Com- 
their ordinary expenses, to leave them a sufficient || mittee on the Judiciary. Each gentleman feeling | 
remuneration for their labor. Can we ask gen- || aggrieved could go before that committee, and give | 
tlemen to dischargé these duties, and to labor || his reason for the scale of fees he presents for his 
without compensation? || State; and I think the honorable Senator from 
If the gentleman from Virginia thinks the com- || Alabama would arrive at his object more readily | 
pensation of these officers in his State is not suf- || by consenting to the reference of the general sub- || 
ficient, let him introduce a resolution in regard to || ject to the Committee on the Judiciary, that the 
them, without burdening this resolution with the | matter may be fully considered by them. 
general subject. I hope to be able to satisfy the || Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I regret this | 
committee and the Senate, that the compensation || debate, and [ regret that the proposition of the 
of the marshal in Alabama is entirely insufficient. || Senator from Alabama was not adopted without | 
I intend to show the committee that if he had but || discussion; for it places Senators to whom repre- | 
one district to attend to, his compensation would || sentations of a similar nature have been made in 
not be sufficient; but we have thrown on him |! the unpleasant predicament, either of voting fora 
twenty-two counties more, and yet he has but the || genera amendment, an amendment making this 
same reg gy that the marshal had for one || inquiry general in reference to the officers of the 
district before. circuit and district courts in all the States, or else 
The chairman of the Committee on the Judi- || of moving to amend this proposition by adding | 
' 
| 
} 
| 


| 
| 











ciary has intimated that if we send to his com- || their particular States. 
mittee a sweeping inquiry, he will feel bound, || 1 am in the same predicament with the Senator | 
from the general operation of the law, to report || from Virginia. 1 have received a letter from the 
against the proposition; and therefore I ask gen- || district attorney of my own State, making com- | 
tlemen to refrain from overburdening my resolu- || plaint that his fees are too low; and I doubt | 
tion with other matters. Is it liberal or fair, under || whether there are many Senators on this floor who 
these circumstances, to give it that general scope || have not received letters from one or the other of | 
which gentlemen now intimate that they desire to || the officers of these courts making the same com- | 
do? I trust that the gentlemen who think the | plaints. Now, I would suggest that all these || 
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| amendments be withdrawn, that the proposition of 


the Senator from Alabama may be allowed to be 


| considered separately, and the question taken upon 


it. I hope the reference will be made as is usual 
with resolutions of inquiry; and then let all of us 
who wish to bring questions of this character be- 


fore the committee, either bring forward our own 


resolutions, or frame a general resolution, without 
interfering with the proposition of the Senator from 
Alabama. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, | am decidedly 
in favor of the inquiry which my friend from Ala- 
bama has proposed by his resolution, and I am in 
favor of extending it also, with his permission , to 


| the officers in other States who are in like condi- 


tion under the operation of this law, and who are 
suffering from the most preposterous and absurd 
interpretation put upon it in the Comptroller's of- 
fice. If there is no amendment pending now, 
which renders it improper for me to make the mo- 
tion, | will move 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr.) 





| The Chair will suggest that there is an amend- 


ment to an amendment already pending. 

Mr. BADGER. Then 1 will refrain from sug- 
gesting the amendment which I propose to offer 
presently, to include the marshal of my own State. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. If the gentleman will 
allow me, | will alter the resolution so as to an- 
swer his purpose better. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope so. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. When I offered this 
resolution I was not aware that there was such 
general dissatisfaction with the fee bill. I felt so 
perfectly assured that | could demonstrate to the 
committee and to this body, that those gentlemen, 
whose compensation | am seeking to increase, 
ought to have increased emoluments, that | was 


| unwilling to burden the matter with any other 
Cee ae Since the discussion has arisen, I 


ave become satisfied that there is a general dis- 
satisfaction and discontent; and from the indica- 
tions which I see in this body, I am willing that 
the inquiry shall have a more general range; and | 
therefore accept the proposition of the gentleman 
to give it a yeneral direction, instead of restricting 
the inquiry to my State. 1 am therefore content 
sued to accept that amendment, and to make 


| the inquiry general. I modify my resolution, by 


adding to it, as originally offered, the following: 


And also so as to increase the compensation of the clerks, 
marshals, and attorneys in the several judicial districts of 
the United States. 

Messrs. Gwrmy, Mason, and Sepasrfan with- 
drew the amendments suggested by them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 


| is upon the resolution as modified. 


Mr. BADGER. I desire to say, before the 
question is taken upon this resolution, that the 
interest [ feel in it springs not only from the fact 


, that | know the officers referred to in my own 


State—particularly the marshal—are most inade- 
quately compensated, but from another reason. 
Sir, I had the honor to be a member of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary at the last session of Con- 
gress, when wetook up and passed a bill from 
the House of Representatives upon the general 
subject of these compensations and allowances. 

We were then misled into leaving an amount of 


|| control over this subject in the Comptroller’s office, 


which is utterly inconsistent with any just, rea- 
sonable, or fair interpretation of the law which we 
have passed. In that office, the useges of the 


|| courts, the continued and unbroken practice of the 
| several judicial districts of the United States, are 


considered as nothing, and a system of interpre- 
tation is introduced and put upon that law, which 
renders it uncertain and injurious, and the whole 
transactions of these fiscal officers of the Govern- 
ment entirely vexatious and injurious in that De- 
partment. For instance, sir, that law gives toa 
marshal, for the execution of process, a certain 
mileage compensation for the distance of the place 
at which the process has to be served from the seat 
of the court to which it is te be returned. Well, 


| sir, as L understand, the Comptroller, preparing a 


system of regulations and of rules, as he calls 
them, requires that the officer shall make an oath 
that he has actually made the travel for the pur- 
pose of serving the process in question. The law 
requires no such thing; the law intended no such 
thing. The law provided a system by which the 
officer should be compensated, upon the whole, 
for his trouble and service upon the whole 


a 


ee ee, 
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Now, for instance, take my own State. 
present marshal lives in the vicinity of Raleigh, 
the seat of government of the State, and has a 
yrocess to execute three hundred miles from Ra- 
leigh, in the mountains of North Carolina. Was 
it ever the expectation or the intention of the 
framers of that law that he should get upon his 
horse, with saddle-bags under him, or sit in his 
buggy, with his pony before him, and drive 
three hundred miles for the purpose of executing 
that process? Surely not. He hasa deputy there 
for the purpose of executing the process. The 
law does not require actual travel to give him 
the compensation. It would be absurd if it did. 
But, yet, if 1 understand, according to the regula- 
tions issued from the comptroller’s office, he is 
required to make an affidavit that he has actually 
performed the travel, or he is not entitled to the 
compensation which the law gives him. He is 
entitled to what?) Why, a dollar—for executing 
a writ three hundred miles from the place where 
the return is to be made—or two dollars—or 
whatever the legal fee may be. 

Mr. President, it is just exactly a reproduction 
of the system of action which took place in that 
office, some years ago, with regard to the com- 
pensation of the members of the Senate—that com- 
pensation which has always been called their 
**constructive mileage,’’ though that is a very 


|| courts, in ordinary cases, in the interior. 


false and mistaken term by which to designate it. | 


We ail recollect that, though the act of Congress 
upon the subject requires that the amount of com- 
pensation to which the members and officers of 
this body are entitled shall be certified by the 
Presiding Officer, and when so certified, shall 
be allowed and passed at the Treasury, the First 
Comptroller refused to pass the accounts of the 
Secretary of this body, though thus certified; and 
we were under the necessity, before those accounts 


could be passed, of putting a declaratory clause, | 


which I had the honor of moving in this body, 
upon an appropriation bill, to the effect that the 
certificates were conclusive upon the officers of the 
‘Treasury Department of the Government. Now, 
sir, we have got back exactly to the same situa- 
tion with regard to allowances to be made to 
marshals of the United States, and a set of * reg- 
wlations,’’ as they are called, prescribing affidavits, 
is put forth by the First Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury, who has no more right to require an affidavit 
to be taken than he has to require that a custom- 
house shall be built. The affidavit, if made, is a 
voluntary affidavit. ‘The affidavit, if made, is one 
which incurs not the legal penalties of perjury. 
He might just as well require that the filles who 
holds his court shall make affidavit that he has 
discharged his duty before he shall be entitled to 
compensation, 


Allowances of judges pass for nothing with this | 


officer; the decisions of the courts pass for noth- || 


ing with him; the long-continued practice of the 
Government passes for nothing with him; and 
I say that the sole question raised, on the motion 
of the Senator from Alabama, is, whether the 
amount of compensation to be paid to these vari- 
ous officers is to depend upon law or the will of 
the First Comptroller. 1 do hope that the com- 
mittee to which this resolution is to be referred 
will endeavor, if possible, to frame a bill—I say, 
if possible; for God only knows whether it will 
be possible for Congress to express its meaning 
and sense m such a way as will not be set at de- 
fiance openly or covertly—that the compensation 
of the officers of the Government is to depend upon 
the laws of the United States, and not upon the 
will of a subordinate in one of the executive de- 
partments. Sir, | hope such a clause may be 
framed. I feel myself under especial responsibil- 
ity in this, matter. I acknowledge my fault. I 
ought to have known, when that bill was before 
the Committee on the Judiciary, that every mis- 
chief and every evil which special pleading could 
introduce into the interpretation and application of 
the law would arise, unless we specially provided 
against it by the positive enactments of statute. 

\ Senaror. Who is he? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Mr. Whittlesey. 

Mr. BADGER. Whoever he is, it is the same 
thing tome. Itisall wrong; and | hope this com- 
mittee will report something that will enable us to 
ret on with decency and order in the judicial branch 
of the Government. 

Mr. ADAMS. | Itis not my purpose to object 
to the passage of the resolution as modified. It 


The 4 


| right and privilege, or as conferring a benefit u 
| these highly respectable officers. 


| constituents is benefited at the expense of the | 
I have no objection to any | 
Senator bringing forward a scale of compensation | 
| for the marshals and clerks in his State which will | 


| as they please in regard to that matter. 
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seems to me, however, that some Senators are 
laboring under a slight mistake in relation to the 
operation of the law to which they have taken ex- 
ception. They seem to treat it as prescribing a 


on 
That oan is 
true; but the fees of the officers do not come out 
of the Treasury. The effect is, that one of our 


pockets of the others. 


be satisfactory to his constituents. 


They may do 
The ques- 


| tion is one for their own constituency to determine; 


/and | think myself that it should be regulated by | 


the views of the Representatives of the different 
States. 


1 may state here that I do not see that there is | 


| any very great advantage in suing in the Federal 


the case of a man who happens to make a con- 


| tract with a citizen out of his State to the amount 


| of more than five hundred dollars. 


The attorney 


| gets a tax-fee of twenty dollars to bring the suit 


|; case. 


| and the man gets his money no more speedily. 


| Maine, the sum of $300 for interest due to them | 


| contract, on the 13th of August, 1850, and then | 


in the Federal courts, whereas the State courts 


in some of the States, allow no tax-fee in such a | 
This is given as a bonus to the collecting | 


attorney. The parties go from one to two hun- 
dred miles, with their witnesses, and the costs 
will, in the end, amount to ten times as much as 
if the suit had been brought in the State courts, 
I 
therefore offer this amendment, which I hope will 
also be adopted: 

And that the committee inquire into the expediency of 


abolishing the tax-fee to attorneys in States where no tax- | 


fee is allowed by law in the State courts. 
The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


CHARLES COOPER AND CO. 


The bill for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co. | 


was read a second time, and 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- | 
in Committee of the | 


ceeded to consider it as 
Whole. 

It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 
cers to pay to Charles Cooper & Co., of Bangor, 


on a liquidated amount of $30,989, payable, by 


| duly required, but withheld until the 12th of Oc- 


tober following, for want of an appropriation. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The report of the Committee | 
| on Claims perfectly explains the matter. 


Let it 
be read. 

The report was accordingly read. 

It appears from it that there was due to the 


claimants $30,989 on the 13th of August, 1850, || 
under a contract with the Quartermaster’s De- | 


| partment; but as the appropriagions for the fiscal 
| year 1850-51 were not made until September 28, 


| 1859, there were no funds in the hands of the dis- || 


bursing officer to pay the amount until October 
12. The committee think that, under these cir- 
cumstances, the claimants are entitled to interest 
at the rate of six per cent. per annum for the de- 
tention of the money. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reuding, was read a third time, and passed. 


JAMES DUNNING. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The next bill on the Calendar 


is to provide for the payment of a claim growing || 
out of the same transaction, and resting on pre- | 


cisely the same ground. I therefore move that 
the Senate now take up the next bill on the Calen- 
dar, which is one for the relief of James Dunning. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 


a second time, and considered as in Committee of 


the Whole. : ; 
It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 
cers to pay to James Dunning $255 98 for interest 


| due him ona liquidated amount of $13,472 62, pay- 


able by contract June 18, 1850, and then duly re- 
quired, but withheld until October 12 for want of 
an appropriation, ; 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


CHARLES A. KELLETT. 
Mr. EVERETT, in accordance with previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 


Take || 
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'| bill for the relief of Charles A. Kellett; which was 
| read and ordered to a second reading. 
|| Mr. EVERETT. This is a bill which has 
|| passed the Senate once without opposition, on the 
unanimous report of the Committee on Com. 
] merce, and it is a very small matter. I therefore 
ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to have 
it read a second time now, with the view of 
having it put upon its passage. I am suge there 
will be no objection to it. 

By unanimous consent the bill was read a sec- 
ond time and considered by the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to refund ip Charles 
A. Kellett, or his legal representative, such sum 
as has been paid to the collector of the port of 
| New York for tonnage duties and light money 
| on the entry of the Chinese junk Keying; pro- 
vided the same shall not exceed five hundred 
dollars. 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. President, I ask the 
Secretary to read the report of the Committee on 
| Commerce of the last Congress. It is only eight 
‘| lines long. 1 desire it to be read to satisfy the 
| Senate of the propriety of the passage of the bil], 

The report was read, from which it appears 
that the junk was brought to this country not for 
the purpose of commerce, but as an object of cu- 
riosity; that the expenses far exceeded any re- 
ceipts from its exhibition; that the proprietor is a 
| young man without property, and that his object 
| was to benefit science, by producing to the western 
| world a curiosity from the eastern. Upon those 

grounds the committee unanimously reported the 
bill for his relief. 
| Mr. EVERETT. The bill passed the Senate 
on that report, but failed in the other House, as [ 
/am well informed, merely for the want of time. 
For that reason I hope the Senate will pass it now. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CALEB GREEN. 


Mr. BUTLER. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the petition of Caleb 
| Green, late clerk of the court of the United States 
| of Louisiana, asking remuneration for office rent, 
| has directed me to ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition, and to say 
that it ought not to have been taken from the files 
of the Senate, three adverse reports having already 
| been made upon it. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Will the honorable Senator 
| permit me to remark, that I addressed a letter to 
the committee a few days since, requesting the 
| papers to be referred to the Treasury Dotairtenent, 
expecting some additional information to be re- 
ceived. 

Mr. BUTLER. There has been no new in- 
formation received, as far as I know. I believe the 
papers were sent to the Department; and it would 
| be the proper course there to transfer the case. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I would suggest that that 
course should be pursued. 

Mr. BUTLER. It will, perhaps, be better to 
have it transferred to the Department. If so, the 
Senator can make the motion to have it done, 
after the Committee has been distharged from its 
consideration. 
| Mr. BUTLER subsequently said: I ask that 
| the papers in the case of Caleb Green, upon which 
I reported adversely this morning, on the ground 
| that there were three adverse reports upon them, 
|| be recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The Senator from Louisiana informs me that 
| there is a communication from the Department, 
| which will alter the character of the case. I there- 
| fore make the motion to recommit the papers. 
| The motion was agreed to. 


AMOS AND J. E. KENDALL. 

Mr. PETTIT. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
petition of A. and J. E. Kendall, praying com- 
| pensation as counsel and agents for the Cherokee 
Cte known as the Western Cherokees, or 
| Old Settlers, to ask to be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration, and to move its reference to 
_ the Committee on Indian.Affairs. — 
| Mr. WALKER. If there be any question in- 
| volved in the case, it is a legal one, for the facts, 
|| I believe, are undisputed. It was to settle that 
| legal point that the subject was referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary. I should regret to 
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see that committee discharged from its considera- 
tion, and the case again referred to the Committee | 
on Indian Affairs, for that committee has already 
done what it can do in the matter. It made a re- 
port at the last session in favor of the claim, and 
the case, when brought before the Senate, was | 
ntade to turn upon the legal question involved. | 
What the members of the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs desire, and what I presume the Senate de- | 
sire, is the legal opinion of the Committee on the 
Judiciary in regard to the question of law involved 
in the case. 

Mr. PETTIT. I will say that I know nothing 
of the contents of these papers myself, but I was 
instructed to present them, as I have done, by the 
members of the committee, who have examined 
them. I have only obeyed the order of the com- | 
mittee. 

Mr. WALKER. If the Judiciary Committee 
desire to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the case, be it so; but I can see no utility 
in sending it again to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. I therefore ask a division of the question. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is first on | 
discharging the Committee on the Judiciary from | 
the further consideration of the petition. 

The committee was discharged. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is now on 
the motion to refer the memorial to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


REBECCA FREEMAN. | 


Mr. FOOT. I ask the Senate to take up and | 
consider, at this time, the bill for the relief of Re- | 
becca Freeman, to which I am sure there can be || 
no objection. ‘The bill has, during three succes- 
sive Congresses, received the favorable consider- 
ation of the Committee on Pensions of the House | 
of Representatives, and once passed that House | 
unanimously, and only failed in consequence of 
its not being reached upon the Calendar in this | 
body. The lady for whose relief it is intended, is | 
now ninety years of age, the widow of a revolu- | 
tionary soldier. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read | 
a second time, and considered by the Senate, as | 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 
Rebecca Freeman upon the list of pensioners, at 
the rate of eight dollars per month during her 
natural life, commencing the 27th January, 1847. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed 


LEWIS B. WILLIS. 


Mr. SHIELDS. The Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred House bill for the 
relief of Lewis B. Willis, has directed me to re- 
ny: it back without amendment, and ask that it 

ye considered at this tinte. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to di- | 
rect the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Lewis | 
B. Willis, late a paymaster in the Army of the | 
United States, $593 50, a balance ascertained to | 
be due him from the United States by a verdict 
and judgment rendered in the district court of the | 
United States for the eastern district of Louisiana. | 

The bill was reported tc the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, and | 
was read a th rd time, and passed. 


NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I ask the Senate to take up 
and consider now, *‘ the bill to reimburse the com- 
mon council of New York city, for expenditures 
made for the first reziment of New York volun- 
teers.”’ It has passed the Senate, I think, two or | 
three times, and has been lost in the other House | 
merely for the want of time to consider it. I wish | 








to have it sent to the House as early as possible | 


at this session, so that it may become a law, if 
practicable, before the adjournment of Congress. 
It was one of the first bills which was reported at 
this session. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of War, in 
the settlement and adjustment of the claims of the 
common council of New York city, under the act | 
of Congress of June 2, 1848, for expenditures in 


| 


THE 


| the time in which it is in order to submit the mo- 


| 

the first regiment of New York volunteers, com- | 
manded by Colonel Ward B. Burnett, prior to the 
mustering of that regiment into the service, to allow | 
such of those claims as may be supported by satis- | 
factory vouchers, although those vouchers may be 
informal and defective for want of particularity, 
with a proviso that the amount allowed shall not 
exceed $3,672 40. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


On motion the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, January 18, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer | 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Mivsvrey. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. COBB obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
for consideration is the motion to reconsider the | 
vote on the adoption of the resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a committee of thirteen on the Pa- 
cific railroad question. 

Mr. DEAN. I rise to a privileged question. 

Mr. COBB. I also rise to a question of privi- 





lege. Yesterday evening, just previous to the ad- | 


journment of the House, I obtained the floor, and | 
moved to reconsider the vote by which the Pacific | 
railroad question was refereed, to a special com- 
mittee of thirteen. I had listened to a great many 
speeches, and felt much like speaking myself. I 
thought that the opportunity I seized was the only | 
one upon which I could get the floor. 1 was un- 
der the impression, at the time of submitting my 
motion to reconsider, that when it came up for con- 
sideration, I should be able to hang a speech upon 
it; but, on examining the Journal this morning, 
I have ascertained that the subject alluded to was 
referred under the operation of the previous ques- 
tion. 

To get at the motion to reconsider, therefore, | 
the vote by which the call for the previous ques- | 
tion was seconded, and the main question was 
ordered to be put, would have to be reconsidered. 
[ am not very sorry, for I confess that this morn- 
ing lam somewhat calmed down; I do not feel 
so much like making a speech. Not wishing to 
trammel the action of the House, I now withdraw 
my motion to reconsider. 

Another reason for making the motion was, that | 
I thought thirteen was not a sufficient number to 
compose the committee. I was of the opinion 
that there should be at least one Representative of | 
every State of this Union upon that committee. 
If any of the States which now desire the Pacific | 
railroad to pass through their limits should not 
succeed in satisfying that desire, they would be 
content with the d®cision, from the fact of their 
interests having been represented by their own 
Representatives. If it be the pleasure of the | 
House, | withdraw my motion to reconsider. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman can only 
withdraw the motion to reconsider by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. COBB. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to do so. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If nobody else renews the 
motion, I shall interpose no objection to its with- | 
drawal. If it be renewed, I shall move to lay it 
upon the table, to get rid of it. 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to reconsider 
be withdrawn, it will not be in order to renew it, 


tion having expired. _ ; 
There was no objection, and the motion was 
withdrawn. 


BALANCES DUE AT THE TREASURY. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, trans- | 
mitting, in conformity with the provisions of the 
act of Congress approved 3d of March, 1809, 





i 
entitled **An act further to amend the several ) 


acts for the establishment and regulation of the 
Treasury, War, and Navy Departments,’ and 
the act passed 3d of March, 1817, entitled ** An 
act to provide for the prompt settlement of public 
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— 


remain due more than three years prior to the Ist 
day of July, 1853, on the books of the Register of 
the Treasury, and on the books of the First, Sec- 
ond, and Third Auditors of the Treasury, respect- 
ively, &c. 

r. HOUSTON. My impression is, that the 
communication which has just been read, ought 
to be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
It is a statement of balances remaining due to the 
Treasury, and it may be that some legislation is 
required on the subject. 1 move that it be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 

| to be printed. 
The question was then taken; and the motion 
was agreed to. 


NAVAL REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
furnished in compliance with a joint resolution of 
Congress of 29th May, 1830, transmitting a list of 





|| such persons as have made application for pen- 
| sions, and who ought, in the opinion of the De- 


partment, to be placed on the pension roll, but for 
doing which there was no provision of law; and 
recommending that the act of February 3, 1853, be 
so extended as to embrace the widows of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, mariners, and marines, 
who served in the Navy of the United States during 
the war of the Revolution in the same manner, and 
to the same extent, as provided for the widows of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of 
the Army. 

Mr. MACE. I move that that communication 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Oh, no! I understand, Mr. 
Speaker, that the communication recommends the 
giving of pensions to persons who have not got 
them before. It therefore ought to go to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. MACE. The matter affects our land sys- 
tem very much, and should go to the Committee 

| on Public Lands. 

Mr. DEAN. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The question was first put on its reference to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and it was dis- 
agreed to. 

The question was then put on its reference to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and it 
was agreed to. 


THE PRINTING OF ESTIMATES, ETC. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Superintendent of Printing, 
transmitting estimates of the amount which will 
be required to meet the deficiency in the appropri- 
ation for the contingent and other expenses of his 
office, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1854, 
for the printing and paper of estimates of the ap- 
propriations of 1853. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, | hope the House 
will not insist on having the whole of those esti- 
mates read. Let the communication and esti- 
mates be referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, as they relate to deficiencies in the appro- 
| priation, and that they be printed. 
| It was so ordered. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. Mr. Speaker, I was going 

to object to the suspension of the reading of that 
— but I am afraid I am not in time to do so. 

t strikes me that there is a principle involved in 
papers of this kind which deserves the special con- 
sideration of this House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of 
order. My point of order is, that this is not a 
question which is debatable. 

The SPEAKER. There is no question before 
the House which the gentleman can debate. The 
Chair therefore sustains the point of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then | move to reconsider 
the vote just apie. and then | shall be in order, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can make 
| that motion, and will be in order in debating it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I say, sir, that the prop- 
osition which is involved in this communication, 
| is so important that the paper ought to be read to 
the House. 

Mr. WHEELER. Let it be read. 

Mr. FLORENCE. When the question of the 
|, printing of documents is before the House | hear 
| gentlemen complaining of extravagance. 
| Mr. PHELPS. [| withdraw my suggestion, 


organizing, transporting, clothing, and subsisting {, accounts,”’ a statement of the accounts which |) and hope the communication will be read. Lam 
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satisfied it will be disposed of sooner in that way | 
Mr. FLORENCE. I thigk I have the right to | 
the floor upon my motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania is entitled to the floor, — 
Mr. FLORENCE. 1am entitled to the floor, 
and I intend to occupy the time of the House, if | 
in order; and I will not permit gentlemen here to 


interfere with the rights which belong to me as a || 


member of this House, representing a part of the 
independent constituency of this Union. I come 
here to perform the duties to my people and to 
myself which devolve upon me; and as I stand | 
here on this eighteenth day of January, represent- 
ing a constituency such as | represent, actuated | 
by the best impules of my nature, so far as my 
humble abilities. will permit, I intend to be the 
representative of that constituency. I will not 
permit gentlemen to interfere with my rights and 
privileges upon this floor, and I give notice to that 
effect now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania shall certainly be protected in his rights, 
so far as the Chair is concerned. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 have no doubt of it; and 
I return my thanks for the kindness of the Chair. 
I have been the recipient of that uniform kindness 
heretofore, and I take this occasion to acknowl- | 
edge the same. 

I sny that a communication of this kind requires 
consideration at the hands of the House, and 
should be read, as well as every other communi- 
cation which involves a large expenditure of the 
public money; for the reason that when a propo- 
sition is made upon this floor, involving the ex- 
penditure of money, such as I conceive it my 
duty to vote for, I may not be charged with a 
desire to promote extravagant expenditures of that 
money. 

I desire to hear what the Superintendent of the 
Public Printing has tosay. I believe this commu- 
nication will convey to the House a difference of 
opinion, which I understand to exist between the | 
Public Printerand the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing in relation to the construction of a law. 
Awl had the honor to participate in a debate upon 
this floor, and advocated an amendment to the act 
providing for the election of a Public Printer, I 
thought this would be a proper time to consider a 
suggestion of the kind contained in that commu- | 
nication, This is the reason why I desire to have 
the communication read, in addition to the fact | 
that it communicated to this House a knowledge 
of the amount of money required for the public 
printing for the next year. 

I have no other object in view. I desire, as I 
said before, to vote understandingly upon all sub- 
jects that may be presented here. I do not occupy 
‘a very eligible seat in the House to hear, and 
other gentlemen are better situated, as far as the | 
position of a seat is concerned. I desire to have 
communicated to me such information as I can 
get; and I can get it better from the Clerk’s desk, | 
when the Clerks are reading communications, than | 
I can get in any other way. In conclusion, in | 
making the remarks I have, I disclaim any per- | 
sonal reference to my friend from Missouri, [Mr. 
Puevps,] or any other gentleman. I only desire | 
to present myself fairly before the House and the 
country; and as, under the rules, I have to give | 
notice when I have bills to present, I give that | 
notice in regard to this matter, that I intend to oc- | 
cupy the position that my constituents, when they 
sent me here, intended that I should occupy—and | 
they area very generous people, too. 

Mr. PHELPS. One word of explanation. | 
The gentleman expressed his desire to have the | 
communication read at the Cierk’s desk, in order | 
that he might understand its subject matter. The 


reading of that communication was commenced, || 


and it shows that instead of covering estimates for 
the expense of printing for the ensuing fiscal year, 
it covers estimates for the deficiencies of printing | 


of the fiscal year which expires on the Ist of June || 


next. Some two or three thousand dollars only 
are to be expended, and the communication covers 
some three or four pages, which I supposed no- 
body wanted to hear read when I made the motion 
te print. I therefore move that the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I withdraw the motion to | 
reconsider which I made, because the explanation | 
of the gentleman is perfectly satisfactory. 


et 


{] 
j 
than any other. 1} 


It is || 


| because I hold so ineligible a seat in the Hall, that I 
did not hear quite as distinctly as I should like. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is 
withdrawn. The question now is upon recom- 
mitting the following resolution to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of nine 
members on the part of the House of Representatives, be 
| appointed by the Speaker, to join such committee as may 
be appointed by the Senate, to whom shall be referred said 
resolutions proposing to amend the Constitution in the 
mode of electing a President and Vice President of the 
| United States, with instructions to take that matter and the 
subject generally into consideration, and to report upon the 


} Same in such manner as to them may seem most expe- 
| dient. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I withdraw the motion I 
submitted yesterday to recommit this report to the 
committee, with a view to enable its friends to 

; amend it. It is due to the House, and also to the 
committee, to state that | was laboring under a 
| mistake as to the character of that report. I have 
no objection to the adoption of the resolution. I 
withdraw the demand for the previous question, 
and [ also withdraw the motion to recommit. I 


move the previous question upon the adoption of | 


the resolution. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. Would it be in order 
now to move an amendment to the resolution ? 


The SPEAKER. 


the previous question is disposed of, 


Upon seconding the demand for the previous | 


question, 60 rose in the affirmative. 

Mr. DEAN. I demand tellers upon the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dean and 
WHEELER were appointed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
resolution is not sufficiently understood. 
for its reading. 

The SPEAKER. 
unless objection be made. 

Objection was made, and it was not read. 


I call 


‘Lhe question was then put upon seconding the 


demand for the previous question, and the tellers 
| reported—ayes 89, noes not counted. 
So the previous question received a second. 
The main question was then ordered to be put. 
Mr. DEAN. 
in its present form, and therefore move to lay it 
upon the table; and upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 
eleven voting therefor. 


The question was then put, and the Speaker 


decided it to be carried in the negative. 
* Mr. DEAN. I demand tellers upon the yeas 
and nays. 


The SPEAKER. The call comes too late. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution upon | 


the table. 
The question now recurring upon the passage 
of the resolution, 


Mr: LANE, of Indiana, demanded the yeas || 


and nays. ° 


Upon seconding the demand for the yeas and 
| nays, only 25 rose in the affirmative. 


Mr. DEAN. 
the yeas and nays. 


for. 


The question was then put; and the resolution | 


was adopted. 


ELECTION OF POSTMASTERS, ETC. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to make an addition to the | 


resolution which has just been adopted, directing 


the select committee to inquire into the expe- | 
diency of providing for the election by the people || 


of postmasters and collectors of the revenue. 
The SPEAKER. To what does the gentleman 
from New York propose it as an amendment? 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I! will offer it as a res- 


olution to be referred to the select committee, || 


| which has just been raised by the adoption of+hat 
| resolution. 

| Mr. PARKER. I object; and I move to re- 
| consider the vote by which the resolution was 


|| adopted, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon || 


| the table. 
| ‘The question was put on the latter motion; and 


| it was agreed to. 

| Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
| 800N as @ proper Opportunity presents itself, I 
| shall offer the resolution which I have indicated. 


I give notice that, as 


Mr. PARKER. I desire to say that it is my 


Not until the demand for 


It seems to me that this | 


The resolution will be read, || 


I am opposed to this resolution | 


I demand tellers upon ordering || 


Tellers were not ordered, only 12 voting there- || 
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own wish, and that of the Judiciary Committee, 
that the Chair, in appointing the select committee 
pease for in the resolution just passed, wil] 
iave no reference to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I calf for the regular 
order of business. m 

The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


FEDERAL COURTS IN EASTERN VIRGINIA, 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to enable me to introduce a 
resolution of a local character. 

Several Mempers. Read it for information. 

The Clerk read the resolution; as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be jn. 
structed to inquire into the propriety of providing by law 
for the holding of semi-annual terms of the federal courts 
for the eastern district of Virginia, and for the city of Alex- 
andria hereafter; and that the committee report by bill or 
otherwise. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object to the intro- 
duction of that resolution. If this irregular sys- 
| tem is adopted, we shall never transact the public 
business. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I insist upon the regu- 
lar order of business. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to know if the an- 
propriation bills reported yesterday from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
are not, as unfinished business, the regular order 
now ? 

. Mr. CLINGMAN. Not during the morning 
our. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
Chair to that point. 

| The SPEAKER. It has been customary here- 
tofore to take up such bills after the expiration of 
| the morning hour. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will not consume the time 
of the House further than to say that, according 

|| to my recollection, the practice has been, without 
any variation, that a motion to recommit bills re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union keeps them before the House 
as unfinished business, and bills in such a position 
| have always been taken up as unfinished business. 

Under the decision of the Speaker, they would 

go to the Speaker’s table, and there is no telling 
| when they would be reached. The motion to re- 
commit was made for the express purpose of 
keeping the bills from the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. They will come up after 
the morning hour. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Bills in such a position have 
always been taken up heretofore during the morn- 
ing hour. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
reports from the Committee of the Whole on the 

| state of the Union are first in order after the morn- 
ing hour. That, according to the recollection of 
the Chair, is in accordance with the practice of 
|| the House. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Well, [ submit to the Chair 
| that the practice has been just the reverse. __ 
Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Those appropriation 
bills were made the special order for to-day, on 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. 
JoneEs.] 


REPORT FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported the following bill; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be 
printed: 
| ‘A bill for the relief of the executors of the 

late Lieutenant John E. Bisphan.” : 

Mr. SEYMOUR, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 
| a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary: : 
| A bill, in addition to an act, to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States. ee 

Mr. BISSELL, from the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs, reported ‘A bill to promote the 
| efficiency of the Army by retiring disabled offi- 
| cers;’? which was read a first and second time by 
\its title, and referred to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. 

) Mr. BISSELL, from the same committee, re- 


I call the attention of the 
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ported A bill for the relief of the United States 


troops who were sufferers by the recent disaster 
to the steamship San Francisco;’? which was read 
a first and second time by its title. 

The bill was then read through. It provides 
that there shall be paid, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, to each of the offi- 
cers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, who, on the 21st day of December, 1853, 
embarked at New York under orders for Califor- 
nia, on the steamship San Francisco, and who was 
on board that vessel on the occasion of her recent 
disaster at sea, a sum equal in amount to his pay 
and allowances for four months; and also, that if 
either of theabove shall have died before receiving 
such payment, from any cause consequent upon 
said disaster, his widow, if any survive him, or, 
if not, then his minor children, if amy there be, 
shall be paid a sum equal in amount to six months’ 
pay and allowances of the deceased. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
members of the House one moment’s time for re- 
flection, will be, I am sure, the most effective 


speech that could be made upon this subject. It | 


is the only one that I propose to make. 
that the bill be now put upon its passage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being read a third time, it was 
nassed. 

Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the following bill; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, made the 
order of the day for to-morrow, and the bill and 
report ordered to be printed: 

‘A bill for the relief of Mrs. Helen McKay, 
widow of the late Colonel K. McKay, Deputy 
Quartermaster General of the United States 
Army.” 

Mr. HOWE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of D.C. Cash and Giles 
U. Ellis; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee of the 
W hole House, and ordered to be printed: 


I move 


Mr. FAULKNER, from the same committee, || 


reported back without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass, the bill authoriz- 


ing the payment of the balance of property accounts || 


between the United States and the State of New 
York, for military stores in the war of 1812; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the same committee, 
presented a report adverse to the petition of Cap- 
tain H. B. Fields; which was ordered to be laid 
on the table, and printed. 


On motion by Mr. ETHERIDGE, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
James Sweet, and that the same be laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, it was 

Ordered That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Joseph Ayres, and that the same be laid on the table, and 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of Senate bill for the 


relief of Major Caleb Swan, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. MACDONALD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
John OG. Mears; which was read, and referred to 


the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. CRAIGE, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the chairman and board of supervisors of Cook 
county, I}inois; and that the same be laid upon the table. 

On motion by Mr. CRAIGE, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be discharged from the further consideration f 
the petition and papers of John Skirving, praying remuner- 
ation for drawing plans for, and superintendence of the 
alterations at the old jail, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported back a ‘Joint resolution 
authorizing the accounting officers of the Treasury 
to adjust the expense of a board of commissioners, 
appointed by the Territorial Assembly of Oregon, 
to prepare a code of laws; also, to adjust the ex- 
pense of collecting and printing certain laws and 
archives of the Territory of Oregon;”’ which was 
read by its title. 


Silence, such as shall allow | 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. This joint resolution 
directs the application of money already _— 
priated, and it is not necessary that it should be 
sent to the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon order- 
ing the bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

he question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 
| The bill having been engrossed, it was subse- 
quently read a third time, and passed. 


On motion by Mr. HENDRICKS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
| James Paynter, praying relief on account of his two sons 
being killed in battle in the Mexican war; and also from 
the petition of C. H. Smith, Seth Hunt, and twenty-nine 
others, citizens of Albany, to enable pensioners to receive 
bounties from the passage of the act of April 24, 1816, and 
that the same be laid upon the table, and printed. 


Mr. HENDRICKS also, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, to which was referred the 
petition of Pamela Brown, widow of Major Gen- 
eral Jacob Brown, deceased, reported a bill for 
her relief; which was read by its title, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. TWEED, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 

| severally read a first and second time b 
| titles, and referred to the'Committee of the 
| House, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Lyman M. Cook; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Rowe; 

A bill for the relief of Emily Hooe; and 

| <A bill for the relief of William B. Edwards. 


| On motion by Mr. TWEED, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
and accompanying papers of James Robinson, of the State 
of Maine, and that the same be laid upon the table. 


On motion by Mr. TWEED, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition 

|| and papers of James Capen, asking a pension for services 
rendered during the war of the Revolution, and that the 


hole 


sions. ~ 


| On motion by Mr. STRAUB, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Charles Simmons, of Madison, New Jersey, and that the 
same be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
printed. 


| On motion by Mr. SAGE, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be | 


discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Elias Carpenter, and that the same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. STRAUB, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Uriah Hanscom, asking for increase of pension; 
which was ordered to lie upon the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. STRAUB, from the Committee on Invalid 

| Pensions, made an adverse report on the petition 

of John Thompson, praying for increase of pension ; 
which was ordered to lie upon the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. VAIL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Jonathan Stuart, praying for compensation for 
services rendered in the war of 1812; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. VAIL. Iask that the papers of James 
Putnam, upon which a report has been once made 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions, be again 
| referred to the committee. Since the former re- 
'| port was made, further evidence in regard to the 
| case has been presented. 

The SPEAKER. 
| objection be made. 


It will be so ordered, unless 


i] r. CHRISMAN, from the Committee on In- | 


‘valid Pensions, made adverse reports upon the 
| petitions of Edward Tracy, Catharine Jacob, and 
| Thomas Russell; which were ordered to lie upon 
| the table. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. 


| 


Is the morning hour out? 
| The SPEAKER. 


It has not quite expired. 


Mr. MACE, from the Committee on Claims, } 
|| reported bills; which were severally read a first and 


second time by their titles, referred to a Committee 


| of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed, | 
} 


| as follows: 
A bill for the relief of John Hamilton; 
| A bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; 
A bill for the relief of the Utica Steam Woolen 


| Company; 


their | 


same be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- || 
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Also, a bill for the relief of Gray, McMerdo & 
| Company. ots 
On motion by Mr. EDGERTON, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the memorial of 
| the State of Wisconsin, asking for the payment of 
| a certain claim for arresting and keeping a United 
| States prisoner, and the accompanying paper con- 
taining an extract from the report of the United 
States court in the case; and they were referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr. EDGERTON, the Commit- 
_tee on Claims was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of sundry citizens of 
Livingston county, asking that surviving soldiers 
of the war of 1812 be placed upon the pension 
| list of the United States; and it was referred to the 
| Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
| Mr.E.,also, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions, made adverse reports in the following peti- 
| tions; which were ordered to lie upon the table, 
and be printed: 
| The petition of Thomas Copeland, for remuner- 
| ation for improvements in the Gosport navy-yard; 
| The petition of Eunice Gilbert, for compensa- 
tion for property destroyed in the war of 1812; 
The petition of William B. Cozzens, asking 
| pay for store-house taken from him at Point Isa- 
bel, by order of the Quartermaster General; and 
The petition of James M. Duckett, asking com- 


pensation for property taken by the British in the 
war of 1812. 


QUINCY, ILLINOIS, A PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back ‘A bill to constituteQuincy, 
in the State of Illinois, a port of delivery,’’ and 
moved that the same be referred to the Committee 

| of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
printed. . 
Mr. RICHARDSON. This bill was read twice 
| before it was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. It makes no appropriation, and there is 
| no necessity for sending it to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. It simply makes 
a port of delivery at a point where it is necessar 
that it should be made at once, if it is made at all. 
I will state to the House that there is now upon 
the road to Quincy a large amount of railroad iron, 
| to be laid down upon a railroad from that point to 
| Chicago. It would bea very great convenience to 
| the railrond company, and to those who are inter- 
ested in the road, if they could have this iron de- 
livered at that point. If the bill has to go through 
the routine of a reference to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union it will be of no 
great importance to them; and really there is no 
| necessity for such a reference, The bill is recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury, and I 
apprehend that there can be no objection to its 
passage now in any quarter. 

Mr. WHEELER. Let the bill be read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois what ie the object of having 
the bill passed? What good is to come of it? 

| What will be the advantage of it? 
|. Mr. RICHARDSON. Why I should not 
have introduced the bill unless there was some ob- 
ject in passing it. I have already stated to the 
ouse that the object is to enable a company who 
have now under contract, and are ready, as soon 
as navigation opens, to lay down a railroad for 
two hundred and forty miles, to have the iron for 
that road delivered at Quincy. 
| _ 1 repeat, that there is no reason whatever why 
the bill should go to the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union. It makes no appro- 
priation, and there can be no objection to it, nor 
| any reason why its passage should be delayed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Where would this iron have 

| to be entered if this bill is not passed ? 

| Mr.RICHARDSON. At New Orleane. 

| Mr. FULLER. I withdraw the motion to re- 

| fer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 

state of the Union. 
Mr. WHEELER. 

the bill. 

| The Clerk read the bill. It provides that 

| Quiney, in the State of Illinois, shall be, and is 

| hereby, constituted a port of delivery, subject to 
the same regulations and restrictions as other 

| ports of delivery in the United States; that there 
shall be appointed a surveyor of customs to re- 
side at aa park who shall, in addition to his 

|} own duties, perform the duties and receive the 


I call for the reading of 
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salary and emoluments of a surveyor prescribed 
by the act of Congress approved March 2, 1831, 
providing for the payment of duties at certain 
points therein mentioned; and that said port of 
delivery shall be, and is hereby, annexed to and 
made part of the collection district of New Or- 
leans, &c. : 4 J 

Mr. WENTWORTH. There is nothing in 
this bill but what is of common occurrence at 
every session of Congress. These matters are 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and by 
them to the Secretary of the Treasury. If he rec- 
ommends them we report bills to the House, with 
recommendations that they do pass. If he does 
not recommend them we do not report bills. I 
presume that this House, during the present ses- 
sion, will be called upon to pass twenty or thirty 
bills of a like character with the one under con- 
sideration. It has not been customary to object 
to their passage immediately subsequent to their 
introduction. There is nothing novel proposed, 
and | trust that it will be immediately passed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Iam not yet through; 
but if the gentleman desires any information 
I shali be glad to give itto him. I am perfectly 
familiar with the whole subject. I call for the 
previous question, 

Mr. SMITH. I asked for information from 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson.] I 
did not see what was the purpose in view to have 
the bill passed. The gentleman replied, tartly, 
that he never offered a bill unless he had some 
object in view. I did not mean to offend his intel- 
ligence by making any such proposition. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I take back anything 
that | may have said objectionable to the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. SMITH. Iam not asking the gentleman 
to take back anything. When I propounded the 
interrogatory to the gentleman, I thought that he 
would have frankly given me the information I 
desired. 1 understood from him that the purpose 
was to afford facilities for the reception of a cer- 
tain amount of railroad iron which was expected 
daily in New Orleans. I hear, from the reading of 
the bill, that the real purpose is to get the whole 
custom-house machinery established at Quincy, 
in the State of Illinois. Well, we are told by the 
gentleman who spoke last on this subject, that this 
is a matter of course; that there probably will be 
some twenty or thirty bills of the same character 
passed during the present session. That presents 
to the consideration of the House a very grave 
question. Do we mean to scatter these establish- 
ments all over the country? Do we mean to in- 
crease the patronage of the Federal Government, 
which we have been told years ago was increasing 
and must be diminished? [tis obvious that if this 
bill passes there will be a large addtion to the pub- 
lic expenditures, as well as a large addition to the 
number of the public officials; and I confess, with- 
outsome very strong reason for it, that that would 
be with me sufficient objection. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SMITH. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. What can we do to 
stop the growth of the West which requires these 
facilities ? 

Mr.SMITH. I can only say to the gentleman 
that 1 would not have the growth of the West 
stopped; but | have such respect for it, that | would 
not extend needlessly the Federal patronage within 
its limits. I would have it always sturdy, inde- 

yendent, honest, and free from the influence of the 
Federal power. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. With the gentleman’s 
permission, I will say, that rather than increase 
the Executive patronage there, I would be willing 
to take up some of the nominal custom-houses in 
the eastern States. 

Mr. SMITH. I dare say that the gentleman 
would be willing to take anything which was to 
benefit himself. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. To be sure I would, if 
my constituents so desired. 

Mr. SMITH. I know, from my knowledge of 
the gentleman, that he is ready to do-anything for 
himself; but I wish him to understand that [ am 
not willing to carry on this Government with an 
increased and continually increasing amount of 
public patronage. I am open to conviction. I[ 
wish to be informed. I put it to this House 








| at every town on the huge rivers of the West? I 
| want to know whether there are not one hundred 
| places in the western country entitled as much as 


| of its ordinary course. 


the one referred to to such an establishment? 

The House will readily see that there is a 
very important principle involved. Ido not know 
that I shall seriously oppose this thing; I may be 
misinformed upon the subject; but 1 desire ta 
know why it is that this bill ought to be taken out 
The gentleman from IIli- 


| nois (Mr. Wentworrs] tells us that it is neces- 





| jection of the gentleman from Virginia. 


| had that matter under consideration. 
quired into it; they consulted the head of the Treas- | 
_ury Department in reference to the measure before 


sary to have it passed now in order that benefit 
may be had from the railroad iron which is now 
expected at New Orleans. Why cannot it be de- 
livered at that city as well as at Quincy? Will 
there be any incumbrance, any difficulty, any ob- 
stacle, any expense, unreasonable and extraordi- 
nary, to follow the delivery of it at New Orleans? 


| I cannot see that there is to be any such result; 


and while I am not disposed to obstruct the growth 


of the West—for no man would be bold enough | 
to make such an attempt, as history shows that | 
| the efforts, such as have been made elsewhere, 
_have proved useless—yet } cannot see the neces- 
ny of this thing; and I move that the matter be 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. _ Besides, Mr. Speaker, [ un- 


| derstand that this bill gives salaries, and that, in 
It pro- | 


itself, compels it to take that destination. 
vides salaries for a number of officers. 
Mr. FULLER. I desire to answer the last ob- 
The bill 
does give a salary—a salary of $350 a year, with 


| the emoluments, not to exceed a certain sum. It | 


does not make any appropriations. The committee 
They in- 


they reported it. It isa matter of importance. 
Under our warehousing system—I would suggest 
to the gentleman—where iron is imported and ex- 


/amined at New Orleans, and is sent up to the 
| country, it must, under the existing laws, be de- 


livered at some other p&rt of delivery—at St. 
Louis, for instance—which makes great expense 
of transhipment and storage, and which, as he 
must be aware, is a very expensive and onerous 
a to the company, by reéxportation and re- 
shipment. And, further, the bill secures advan- 
tages to this railroad company, in importing this 
iron, and carrying it, and putting it in bond at 
Quincy, to be taken out and consumed as it may 
be wanted from time to time; and enables them 
to enjoy the whole of the benefits of the ware- 
housing system as they do at other places. 

Mr. SMITH. [ ask thegentleman from Maine 
if that difficulty on his part would not be obviated 
at once if those duties were paid at New Orleans? 

Mr. FULLER. That is very true. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, I would ask the gentle- 
man for further information, as I am really seek- 
ing for information. He says that the bill pro- 
vides for asalary of $350 a year. Does it not also 
provide that that officer shall have the appointment 
of inferior officers? 

Mr. FULLER. He has only the appointment 
to one solitary office. 

Mr. SMITH. However, we know how these 
offices multiply. 


Mr. FULLER. I would say, in this connec- 


tion, to the gentleman, that under the existing law 


it may be very desirable for these railroad com- 
panies not to advance the duties on iron, or to pay 
for it at New Orleans, when they may import it 
into the interior. Therefore I believe it is but 
dealing out equal justice to all that this matter 
should be considered, and that the bill should be 
passed, and Quincy made a port of delivery, as 


| various other places are. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 


| Virginia [Mr. Smiru]} propounded to me the in- 


| bill now ? 


| to be understood now. 


terrogatory, - I demanded the passage of this 

I will explainwhy. He assumes that 
this matter of railroad iron is the only reason for 
making Quincy a port of delivery. I did not 
mean to be so understood, and | do not mean so 
1 mean to say here, that 
there is a necessity for making the city of Quincy 
a port of delivery, independent of this transaction 
in relation to railroad iron. That I only alluded 
to for the purpose of showing the necessity of the 
immediate passage of the bill. 
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| whether the policy involved in the bill is a sound |! I will state, for the information of the gentlemen 
, one; whether it means to make ports of delivery 


| from Virginia, that the city of Quincy is the largest 
| town upon the Mississippi river above St. Louis: 
that she does more business, and has around hera 
_ better settled and more fertile country than any 
other city above St. Louis. There are at her port 
during each year, oyer a thousand steamboats. 
| There is animmense amount of business transacted 
there, the details of which I have—not here, but 
at my room—and to which I could refer him, show- 
ing the necessity of making that place a port of 
delivery, independent of this matter of railroad 
iron. 
I deem it due that I should make this statement 
in order that the assumption made by thegentleman 
from Virginia may be understood by the members 


|| of the House. 


Mr. Speaker, the gentleman seems to think 


| that it is a terrible thing to have an increase in 


| Officers. What is this to which-he is makings 

this suggestion? It is, that you are to have fan 
| officer there to whom you are to pay three hundred 
and fifty dollars a year. What amount, let me 
ask, are you receiving from the commerce which 
departs from, and goes to, that point each year ? 
The gentleman will find, if he will make the cal- 
| culation for himself, that the Government is a 
gainer by the operation. 

Ifitis his intention to vote against all proposi- 
tions for the increase of officers in the western 
| country, he will find ample opportunity during 

this session, and during all subsequent sessions, 

when he may be here to give his vote. There is 
| no reason ie the decision of this question should 
be delayed. It is demanded by the public neces- 
sity. It has been reported by a committee of this 
House, and recommended by the Secretary of the 
| Treasury, who is supposed to understand these 
matters. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman 
to withdraw the call for the previous question. | 
will renew it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly; I do notde- 
sire to gag any gentleman. 

Mr. SMITH. I conceive that what has now 
| occurred is a good illustration of the impolicy of 
| ever taking business out of its regular and usual 
/ course. When the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
| Ricuarpson]—towards whom, of course, I enter- 
tain all proper respect—asked that this bill be put 
upon its passage, cs stated that it was the arrival 
of railroad iron which required the passage of this 
bill, and without which it would be of no avail. 
That was one reason wh 

Mr. RICHARDSON, (interrupting.) I will 
| explain to the gentleman. The immediate pas- 
| sage of the bill was demanded particularly on that 
| account. 

Mr. SMITH. That was the reason assigned, 
and, as I understood it, the only reason; and a very 
good reason, too, it may be, if there are no other 
objections. Well, it was deemed important at 
once to have it passed, in consequence of railroad 
iron having arrived, which was required for imme- 
| diate use. 

The gentleman suggests that it would be im- 
portant, perhaps, to that company to have time 
for the payment of duties that would be assessed 
upon this importation, which might lie in the 
_ country for a year or more before it could be called 
for use. One gentleman wants the bill passed be- 
| cause there is an immediate necessity for it in con- 
| sequence of the urgent demand for the use of this 
|iron. The other gentleman wants it passed in 
order to get rid of the interest upon the payment 
of duties in New Orleans, in consequence of the 
company not needing it for some time—perhaps 
for a year or two to come. These are the antag- 
onistic reasons assigned. Let us look at them for 
'a moment. Is there any necessity for pay!ng 
duties if the iron remains in New Orleans? None 
atall. lron may be imported, put into store there, 
| and it will remain there until it is wanted for use. 
Then it is obvious that there is no necessity for 
paying interest; none at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman per- 
mit me to say that, if we make Quincy a port of 
delivery, we can have railroad iron there, and take 
it from time to time, as we want to use it. If it 
semains in New Orleans, we cannot get it as we 
may want it. 








Mr. SMITH. I am not as well acquainted 
| with the navigation interests of Quincy as the 
| gentleman himself; but he told us a while ago that 
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there was an immense trade at Quincy, and that | 


it was the largest port on the Mississippi above 
St. Louis. If there be such a heavy trade be- 


tween New Orleans and Quincy, I ask why they | 


cannot get into New Orleans, from time to time, 
as occasion may demand? I ask the gentleman, 
in all candor, what motive there can be for draw- 
ing the distinction he does? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will tell you. If they | 


wanted to use a small quantity ofiron, and it should 


not be convenient to pay the duty upon the entire | 


importation, they could go to Quincy, which isin 
the immediate neighborhood, and the terminus of 
the road upon one side, take it, and lay it upon 


the roud. But it would not be convenient to bring || 


it up from New Orleans, a distance of one thou- 
sand five hundred miles, in small quantities, as 
the river very often becomes too low. Thus they 
might not have the facility of getting it when they 
wanted it. 

Mr. SMITH. 
tion to be convinced, but I do not think that the 
argument presented for my consideration by the 
gentleman will answer that object. I really see 


nothing in the reasons assigned for the passage of | 


this bill. There isa custom-house, I believe, at St. 
Louis. Pass this bill, and what next? My friend 
from Illinois will, after a while, want a custom- 
house at Quincy. Upon the passage of this bill 
you will have all the machinery of a custom- 
house established there. And thus we go. Con- 
cede one thing—grant that—and another thing 
follows, until finally a large appropriation will be 
asked for constructing a custom-house at this 
growing town of Quincy. 

‘Mr. RICHARDSON. I will agree that this is 
all I shall ever ask for Quincy. 

Mr. SMITH. 
bring forth. The gentleman may never ask any- 
thing for Quincy hereafter; but he will have suc- 
cessors, and others may do what he may not. I 
ask what reason has been assigned by the gentle- 
man why this bill should be taken out of its order? 
What good, valid, and substantial reason has 
been presented by the gentleman for the passage 
of this bill. . [f you take this bill out of its regular 
order of business, why, manifestly, you can take 
every bill out of its alee with the same propriety. 
I cannot see why the customary course should c 
departed from in the present case. I must insist 
upon the motion I have submitted to send this bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. In obedience, however, to the promise I 
made to the gentleman from Illinois, I now call the 
previous question. 


Mr. DISNEY. I ask the gentleman to with- 


draw the call for the previous question for a mo- || .., any, say they ought to be exempted 
’ . 


ment. 

Mr. SMITH. Ihave made the call in obedience 
to a promise made to the gentleman from Illinois. 
I will withdraw it with his permission. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to know if the 
morning hour has not éxpired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

[Mr DE WITT, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the bill 
entitled ‘* An act concerning the district courts of 
California.’’] 

Mr. DISNEY proceeded: It occurred to me 


that it might not be amiss to explain to the gen- || 


tleman from Virginia [Mr. Smirn] some of the 
reasons which induced some of the gentlemen from 
the West to ask for the passage of bills similar to 
the one now before the Howie 

Mr. SMITH. The objection I made was to 
departing from the regular order of business to take 
up this bill upon the present occasion. 

Mr. DISNEY. Iam aware that the gentleman 
made but that objection, but still l am warranted 
in the course of remark [ had commenced, from 
the fact that the gentleman did not confine his ob- 
jections to that question. Now the necessity there 
is for the passage of bills of this character arises 
from the following considerations: The people of 
the West, for purposes of general commerce, are 
compelled to make their purchases in the eastern 
markets. Under the present circumstances this 
is an absolute necessity. ~ 

Now it must be perfectly apparent to any one, 
upon the slightest examination of the subject, that 
if the western importer is permitted to import his 


I have certainly ret disposi- | 


No one can tell what a day may | 


TH 


|| Orleans, or some other port of delivery in the 











| chants in New Orleans. 


| tendant charges, independent of the difficulty of | 


| this particular case, would come to Quincy charged | 


| passage of this and kindred bills that will enable 


| sarily impose on them, by limiting their transac- 
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livered at his own door at the same cost at which 


they are delivered to the eastern importers. 

he effect of the bill now before the House will | 
be, as | understand it, to permit the people of 
Quincy to import railroad iron directly from | 
| Europe, and thus avoid reshipment from New 


| West. 
[A message was here received from the Senate, 


| announcing the passage, by that body, of certain | 


bills which originated there: 

A bill (No. 49) to incorporate the Pioneer Man- 
ufacturing Company of Georgetown, District of 
| Columbia; 

A bill (No. 131) for the relief of the heirs of 
| Judith Worthen, deceased; 
A bill (No. 127) for the relief of John Phagan; 
A bill (No. 126) to relinquish to the State of 


| 


| 


Wisconsin the land reserved for salt springs | 


therein; 


A bill (No. 125) for the relief of Ezra Williams; | 
A bill (No. 124) for the extension of the pre- | 


on privilege to the State of California; 


stead ; 
A bill (No. 35) for the relief of M. K. War- 


| Lewis Warrington and others; 

| A bill (No. 32) for the relief of Joseph Gideon; 
| A bill (No. 23) confirming certain land claims 
| in Louisiana, in the Bastrop grant; 

| A resolution (No. 7) authorizing an increase of 
| the force in the office of the Superintendent of the 
| Publie Printing; and 


bill (No. 117) for the relief of Moses Olm- || that motion be laid upon the table. 


| 
| rington and C, St. J. Chubb, executors of Captain | 
} 


| Also, House resolution (No. 6) ‘‘for the relief | 
of Lewis B. Willis, late a paymaster in the Army | 


of the United States.’’] 

Mr. DISNEY, (resuming.) Take the case of 
railroad iron, the very article that has been men- 
tioned in this debate. ‘The importers of this rail- 


| will have to go to New Orleans, and there give 
| bond with sureties residing in the city of New 
Orleans. The parties in this case importing the 


railroad iron are residents of the town of Quincy, | 


and it may be that they have no particular per- 
sonal intercourse or business relations with mer- 
How then are they to 


get sureties there? By negotiation, which must of 


itself necessarily involve costs. There must bea |}! 
percentage paid to parties to become sureties for | 
| the im 


rters. That cost is added to the original 
cost of the article itself, together with other at- 


hunting up sureties. In this way the article, in | 


with a list of costs, from which they, the said 


The people of the western portion of this Union 
have a right to demand at the hands of the Gov- 
ernment the same facilities for commercial pur- 
poee that the people of the eastern portion of the 

nion enjoy, and they have a right to indulge a 
rencnnthe expectation that the Government will 
afford them those facilities. They simply ask the 


their commercial intercourse with Europe to be 
exempted from taxes which a refusal would neces- 


tions to the eastern portion of the Union, or by 
| subjecting them to charges necessarily imposed on 
them by having their transactions with Europe 


| pass through the hands of merchants in the east- |) 


rtion of the Union. 
ell, this being the effect on the commerce of | 
| the West generally: not only with regard to rail- 
| road iron, but to every other article of importation, 
| why should gentlemen object to it because it may, 
| perchance, involve the payment of additional of- | 
| ficers, at an expense of some three or four hun- 
| dred dollars per annum? Is that an objection of 


ern 


road iron, unless Quincy be made a port of entry, | 





[ Comte importance to justify a refusal of these || 


| privileges to the people of the western portion of | 
| the country? In my judgment it is not. 


In regard to the question Ss to me by || 


| the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Smirn,] I am | 
| free to say, in reply, that I presume the only ne- | 
| cessity for the immediate passage of this bill is | 
| found in these two considerations, that heretofore | 
other bills have passed—as in the case of Alton, | 
and various other places—and that there is no | 


|| new principle involved in the bill which requires | 


consideration at the hands of Congress. 
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form? That is all I desire to say upon the sub- 


ect. 
: Mr. RICHARDSON. I move the previous 


queation. ; 
The previous question received a second, and 


the main question was ordered to be now put. 


Mr. COBB. 
a question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Discussion is not in order. 
I object to it. 

The SPEAKER. The.gentleman from Ala- 
bama is not in order. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, was sub- 
angyeney read the third time. 

r. RICHARDSON. I call for the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken; and the bil was 
passed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and that 


I would like to ask the gentleman 


The question was taken, and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now call up the bills which 
were reported from the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, with a recommenda- 
tion that they do pass, and which were under con- 
sideration when the House adjourned last evening. 

The House then took up ** the bill making ap- 
propriation for the support of the Military Acad- 
emy for the year ending June 30, 1855.”’ 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. | propose, Mr. 
Speaker, to make some remarks on this bill, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think that the 
previous question was called on the bill last even- 
ing. 

Mr. SMITH. I think not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the previous question 
was called, I object to the gentleman’s proceeding 
to make any remarks. 

Mr. SMITH. I believe in the progress of the 
human race—— 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk informs the Chair 
that the previous question was not called last even- 


ng. 
Mr. JONES. It wasmy impression that it was 
called. 

Mr. SMITH said he believed in the progress of 
the human race, and rejoiced in the era of ever- 
growing civilization. ‘Therefore it was that his 
veart was always afflicted when he saw any mani- 
festation of the war spirit, for he believed the spirit 
of war to be the spirit of barbarism; and notwith- 
standing the popular idea to the contrary, he be- 
lieved there was no more mighty hindrance to the 
progress of civilization than war. 

He regarded the spirit of this bill as the dark and 
barbarous and baleful spirit of war; and therefore 
it was, he would use all honorable means to defeat 
it. It is strange and sad, thatin a nation profess- 
ing faith in the Prince of Peace, the war spirit 
should be so rampant. It was a gross inconsis- 
tency in such a nation that there should be any 
manifestation of war. 

Mr. ORR raised a question of order, and insist - 
ed that the gentleman should confine himself strict- 
ly to the subject. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
New York was in order. 

Mr. SMITH then continued his theme, show- 
ing the immense loss of life and property, and the 


| injury to morals occasioned by war, but advocated 
| an armed police to punish pirates on land and sea. 


og Appendix for the speech of Mr. Smirn. } 
r. HOUSTON. I ask the previous question 
upon this bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon 
ordering the bill to be engrossed and read the thisd 
time. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative; and the bill being en- 
grossed, was read the third time, and passed. 


INVALID AND OTHER PENSIONS. 
The SPEAKER. The question now is upon 


Then || ordering the bill ‘* making appropriations for the 


goods directly from Europe, he will get them de- |} why delay action upon it merely for the sake of || payment of invalid and other pensions for the 
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year ending June 30, 1855,”’ to be engrossed and + 


read the third time. ; 
The question was then taken, and it was de- 


! 


cided in the affirmative; and the bill being en- | 


grossed, was read the third time, and passed. 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative. . 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


(Mr. Orn in the chair.) 
The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 


rose, they had under consideration House bill | 


No. 49, being a bill to supply the deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 


ending 30th June, 1854, upon which the gentle- | 
man from Alabama (Mr. Smirn] is entitled to | 


the floor. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask my colleague 


if he would not be willing to have the President’s | 


message taken u 
a resolution has been passed to close debate upon 
it at acertain time. My colleague could just as 
well make his speech upon the resolutions to re- 
fer the President’s message, and he would have 
the advantage also of a full hour. 

Mr. SMITH declined to yield the floor, and 
proceeded to address the committee in reply to 
the remarks of the gentleman from New York, 


[Mr. Curtine,] upon the subject of the differences | 
between the two branches of the Democratic par- | 


ty in New York. Having concluded his remarks, 
(which will be found in the Appendix,) 


instead of the deficiency bill, as | 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, obtained the | 


floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I ask the gentleman 
from Louisiana to yield me five or ten minutes of 
his time to enable me to finish my speech. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Can that be done? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that if 
any gentleman objects, the gentleman from Ala- 
bama cannot proceed. 

Mr. SMITH. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Louisiana I wish to make a few 
further remarks. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I think the gentle- 
man from Alabama, considering the time he had 
yesterday and to-day, has been already favored. 
I therefore object. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that the | 


gentleman from Alabama cannot proceed. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move that the committee rise. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the}]Chairman (Mr.Orr) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union had, according to order, had | 
under consideration the Union ey and par- | 
eficiencies | 


ticularly House bill (No. 49) to supply 
in the appropriations for the services of the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1854, and had come to no 
conclusion thereon. 

{A message was here received from the Presi- 





dent of the United States, by the hands of Sipney | 
Wesster, Esq., his Private Secretary, inform- | 


ing the House that he had signed a bill * to 
change the name of the American brig John Dut- 
ton, and to grant a register in her name.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move the usual 


resolution is such cases, that all debate be termin- | 
ated in Committee of the Whole on the deficiency | 


bill in one hour after the committee shall have 
resumed the consideration thereof. 
Tellers 


were demanded and ordered; and | 


Measrs. Corwin, and Tones of Tennessee, were | 


appointed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
adjourn. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 


* So the House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Trvrspayr, January 19, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Mirsvren. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Hon. Isaac Toucer. of Connecticut, appeared 
in his seat this morning. 


I move that the House | 





TH 


| 
| 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of Sam- 
uel C. Reid, jun., on behalf of the claimants of the 
private armed brig General Armstrong. He said 
that the heroic defense of that vessel, made by 
Captain Reid and his gallant crew, against the 
attack of an overwhelming British force in the 


neutral harbor of Fayal, was one of the most bril- 


liant achievements recorded in the annals of naval 


| warfare, and was doubtless known to every mem- 


ber of the Senate. This vessel was destroyed in 
September, 1814.. A more flagrant violation of 
the law of nations was never committed, as the 
british Government admitted the wrong, and apol- 





ogized for it to Portugal. It justified a claim on 
the latter power for indemnity. This claim was 
constantly urged by different Administrations, as 
one, the justice of which could not admit of dis- 
pute, but was always evaded or denied by Por- 
tugal. It was atlastagreed to submit the question 
to the umpirage of Louis Napoleon, then President 
of the French Republic, without the assent and 
against the wishes of the claimants. In Novem- 
ber, 1852, Louis Napoleon, who had then been 
made Emperor, gave his decision in favor of the 
Portuguese Government. The claimants con- 
sider that, under the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, the United States have assumed the place of 
Portugal. As all the facts were fully but suc- 


| cinctly set forth in the petition, and were of more 


| on Finance. 


' county, Pennsylvania, praying that one hundred 


| on Military Affairs. 


| self-sacrificing, and heroic conduct in rescuing the 


State Agricultura 


| the Post Office and Post Roads. 





than ordinary interest, involving delicate naval 
questions, he hoped that no objection would be 
made to the printing of the petition. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I present ten memorials, 
numerously signed by citizens of Philadelphia, 
remonstrating against the removal of the United 
States Mint from that city, and they give unan- 
swerable reasons for the position which they as- 
sume. I move their reference to the Committee 


They were so referred. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of Blair 


and sixty acres of land be granted to the soldiers 
of the last war with Great Britain, and all subse- 
quent wars; which was referred to the Committee 


Mr. EVERETT. I beg leave to present the 
petition of Cyrus Chase and others, inspectors of 
the customs at the port of Boston. They repre- 
sent the arduous and responsible nature of their 
duties, the present low rate of compensation, 
which has not been increased since the year 1832, 
although in the interval the salaries of almost all 
other public officers have been increased, and the 
value of money greatly diminished. They there- 
fore ask for an increase of compensation. I move 
the petition be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of merchants 
and others, citizens of New York, praying Con- 
gress to grant some proper testimonial to the 
officers and crews of the ship Three Bells, the ship 
Antarctic, and the bark Kilby, for their humane, 


assengers, Officers, and crew of the steamer San 
eet ae which was referred to the joint com- 
mittee on the subject. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Jane A. 
Wright, widow of Calmes L. Wright, praying an 
increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of the 

labelety of Maryland, praying 
the establishment of a national agricultural school 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of inhabit- 
ants of Nahant, Massachusetts, praying the estab- 
lishment of a daily mail between that town and 
Lynn; which was referred to the Committee on 


Mr. BELL presented the memorial of Patrick 


_C. Sharmon, asking to have the amount refunded 


i 


to him which was illegally exacted for the privi- 
lege of occupying and using his own ferry across 
the Rio Grande river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of William Van 
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Wart be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred 





| 
| 
| 











| to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 

Orderéd, That the memorial of Harriet A. Read, executrix 
of Lieutenant Colonel A. C. Fanning, be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of Stephen 
Moylan be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of John B. Walback be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. FITZPATRICK, it was 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate 
relating to the claim of Charles G. Gunter, be referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 


Ordered, That 8S. Calvert Ford have leave to withdraw 
his memorial and papers. 


On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Asa Andrews be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorials and petitions on the files 
of the Senate, in favor of cheap ocean postage, be referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs-at-law of Godfrey 
Rinehart be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Ciaims. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of George P. Welsh and Clark 


| H. Wells be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


LOWER CALIFORNIA EXPEDITION. 
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to offer a resolution 
personal in its bearing upon the State which I in 
part represent here. I desire it to be considered 


| now, and wish to give the reasons why it should 


be adopted. I will detain the Senate but a few 
minutes. When honorable Senators hear the reso- 


| lution read, they will see the reason why I should 


be granted the courtesy: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


| quested to communicate to the Senate the number of ships- 
| of-war on the coast of California, Oregon, and Washing- 


ton, whether in active service, or lying in port unemployed; 


| also, the number on the whole Pacific coast of North and 


South America, and their cruising grounds ; also, whether, 
in his opinion, the naval foree of the United States on the 
Pacific coast, in the year 1853, was sufficient to prevent the 
departure from ours to foreign territory of any unlawful ex- 


| pedition that might be hastily formed from the adventurous 
| persons usually to be found at all points of great commer- 


cial activity and enterprise, whether in the United States 
or Europe ; also, the number of ships-of war on the Atlan- 


| tic coast, and other cruising grounds, whether in active 


service, or lying in port unemployed; also, the number of 
troops in California, Oregon, and Washington. 


Mr. President, [ am induced to offer the resolu- 


| tion from seeing in the morning papers a procla- 


mation which I wish the Secretary to read. 
The Secrerary read it, as follows: 
A PROCLAMATION, 


By the President of the United States: 
Whereas, information has been received by me that an 


| unlawful expedition has been fitted outin the State of Cal- 
| ifornia with a view to invade Mexico—a nation maintain- 


ing friendly relations with the United States—and that 


| other expeditions are organizing within the United States 
| forthe same unlawful purpose: And whereas, certain citi- 


zens and inhabitants of this country, unmindful of their 
obligations and duties, and of the rights of a friendly Power, 
have participated, and are about to parficipate, in these en- 
terprises, so derogatory to our national character, and £0 
threatening to our tranquillity, and are thereby incurring 
the severe penalties imposed by law against such offenders: 
Now, therefore, I, Franklin Pierce, Presidentot the Uni- 
ted States, have issued this, my proclamation, warning all 
persons who shall connect themselves with any such enter- 
prise or expedition that the penalties of the law denounced 
against such criminal conduct will be rigidly inforced ; and 
I exhort all good citizens, as they regard our national char- 
acter, as they respect our laws or the law of nations, a8 
they value the blessings of peace and the welfare of their 
country, to discountenance, and by all lawful medns pre- 
vent, such criminal enterprises; and [ call upon all officers 
of this Government, civil and military, to use any efforts 
which may be in their power to arrest for trial and punish- 
ment every such offender. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, 
at Washington, this eighteenth day of January, 
{ L. 8. ] in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-four, and the seventy-eighth of we 

independence of the United States. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
By the President: 
W.L. Marcy, Secretary of State. 
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Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, this proclamation | 
was issued against persons who are said to be citi- | 
zens of the State of California. I wish to bring 
to the notice of the Senate a fact which I think it 
is proper should go out to the country with that | 
proclamation, and it is this: That at the time this | 
expedition is said to have been gotten up in the 
State of California, the United States had no force | 
there to prevent the sailing of such expeditions. 
| wish to bring it to the notice of the Senate and 
the country that at the very time the first expe- 
dition went from California, a single steamship- 
of-war, with one gun, could have prevented it. 
And, sir, is there no allowance to be made for the 
state of the country which was its destination— | 
Lower California and Sonora? 

Sir, here was an expedition of forty-five men 
that passed out without obstruction from the 
Golden Gate, less than ‘a mile wide, and which 
any one gun can command, as against a ship with- 
out cannon; and they went to a country as large 
as half a dozen States of this Confederacy, took 
possession of it, and issued a proclamation pro- 
claiming it a Republic. 

If the President of the United States intends to | 
put down such expeditions there or elsewhere, he 
should have a force of the United States to prevent 
their departure from our ports. At the time this 
vessel left the harbor of San Francisco, there were 
but two ships-of-war in active service on the whole 
Pacific coast of South and North America—one at | 
the Sandwich Islands, having been ordered there 
for the purpose of preventing the consummation of 
one of the expeditions referred to in the proclama- 
tion; the other, as we all supposed, was cruising | 
at the mouth of the Gulf of California, but subse- 
quent information informs us that it had sailed 
for the coast of Peru, to look after some difficul- 
ties which our Government has had with that 
Republic. 

Now, on a coast of over five thousand miles, 
we had but two ships-of-war to protect our com- 
merce and maintain our neutrality obligations. Is 
it not a farce to say that suth a force can accom- 
plish these objects ? 

There was also a second expedition reported to 
have sailed from San Francisco, in a vessel with 
two hundred and fifty men on board, which was 
towed out of the harbor by a steamship without 
the slightest obstacle on the part of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and why? Because it 
had no force there. When we ask for a steam- 
ship in the revenue service to prevent smuggling on 
that coast, we are told it costs too much; and when 
I ask that appropriations shall be made to put that 
coast in a state of defense, I am almost scouted 
at, because it costs so much money. This mis- 
erable system of economy has left us without 
Government power, either to defend us from an 
enemy or prevent the sailing of unlawful expedi- 
tions from our ports. 

Here, now, we are proclaimed to the world as 
going to and disturbing the peace of other nations, 
by expeditions got up on that coast, when we are 
given a carte blanche to go where we please, and 
violate any law we please, so far as the power of 
the Government is concerned; for the only law 
rigidly executed there is the law of taxing us, and 
collecting the revenue from us. 

Now, Mr. President, [ am opposed to all unlaw- 
ful expeditions of this sort; but it must be known 
that in a new country like California, where there | 
are 80 vee | adventurous spirits, and where the 
countries adjoining us are offered to us simply 
for the going and taking them, the power of the 
United States must be vigilantly and properly ex- | 
ecuted, if such expeditions are not to be carried out. | 

Mr. President, it must be known to the people 
of this country that when there are some of the 
richest mineral countries in the world adjoining 
the State of California, with a population utterly 
unable to defend them against the Indian tribes 
in their neighborhood, expeditions of this kind 
will proceed from California, unless the force of the 
United States there is sufficient to prevent them. 

herever our people go they carry wealth, power, 
and prosperity with them, and never forget the 
principles of liberty they have inherited from our 
forefathers; and although such expeditions should 
not be encouraged or allowed, if they succeed, the | 
present inhabitants will be more powerful and 
prosperous through the change of government 


than they ever were or can expect to be without | 
a change. 1] 
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THE CONGRESSIONA 


| circumstances? 
viting fields of gold, rich mineral wealth, and | 


What is the condition of our army on the Pa- | 


cific coast? It is not, and never has been, efficient, 
from local causes that we have failed to remedy 
by legislation, although urged to do so. These 
expeditions ean go by land to Sonora, and, in my 
opinion, have gone, or will go; and this paper 
roclamation of the President will have no effect 
In stopping any such expedition, because we have 
no force there to enforce it. 
It is useless for the Chief Magistrate of these 
United States to attempt, by proclamation, to stop 
any such expedition. As long as the principle of 


territorial expansion is recognized, and such coun- | 


_ tries lay on our border as Lower California, So- 


nora, and the Sandwich Islands, inviting us to | 


take possession of them, and the Government of 
the United States opposes no effective preventive 
force, you will fied citianes of the United States 
engaged in such enterprises; and they will be suc- 


cessful. Proclamations without efficient force will | 


not stop them. 
Why have we not had a steamship-of-war on 
the Pacific coast? Because it is said to be too ex- 


| pensive on a sea-coast of sixteen hundred miles, 


as coal there costs thirty or forty dollars per ton. 


Here we see again that miserable system of econ- | 
omy, pennywise and pound foolish, that destroys | 


all of the efficiency of Government, and my con- 
stituents are to be branded with infamy for vio- 


|, lating laws that there is no power to enforce. 
I warn the country that unless the power of | 


the Government is exercised efficiently on that | 


coast, they cannot expect us to stand still when 


we are invited into these magnificent countries | 


which lie around us, and see the Indians take 
possession of them, when we can get them with 
the good-will of the inhabitants. 


I am very much surprised at the issuing of this | 


aes or at this time, because it comes too 
ate. lam anxious to aid the President of the 


United States in observing our neutrality laws; | 


| and if it is true that a treaty has been lately ne- | 


gotiated, by which a large portion of Mexico is | 
to come into our possession, it shows indisputa- | 
bly that the public sentiment of the people of the | 
United States, ss reflected by the Executive, de- | 
sires possession of the territory negotiated for, 


| whether in the way of purchase or otherwise. 
embraces all of the territory | 
Mexico is not able to protect | 
| from such incursions and Indian depredations, 
'and that we shall have a mountain or desert 


I hope that ae 
on our border whic 


boundary between the two Governments that can 
be defended by each. If it does not embrace such 
an extent of country, I shall favor such a modifi- 
cation of it as will accomplish this desirable object. 

Mr. PETTIT. 


objection to the proposition which has been offered 


I do not know that I have any | 


by the Senator from California; nor am I disposed | 


| to cast any reflections upon his constituents, whom 
| he defends so ably. But I must be allowed to say 


that I think it is the strangest defense that I ever 
heard given of any man’s constituents. He, in 
effect, says that if you will surround his constit- 
uents with bolts and bars, with war steamers, 


L GLOBE. 


with soldiers with arms in their hands, they will | 


| cease stealing and marauding; that they will be 
_ honest, forsooth, if 


ou will compel them to be 
Who would not be honest under such 
Why, sir, he says there are in- 


honest. 


broad acres, that are desirable to the eye there. 
Where are such not to be found? 


elieve they are, cannot restrain their own greedy, 


And he says || in favor of having bolts and bars put around my 


that his constituents, intelligent, and worthy, and | 
1] pe as they are, or as he would make us 


! 


grasping appetites to appropriate that which be- | 


ongs to their neighbors, unless you surround 
them with a wall. 


man ought to be proud of, however proud he | 


may be. 


Sir, I regretted to hear, and I am sorry to have | 
| italleged on the floor of the Senate of the United 
| States, that any portion ‘of our fellow-citizens, in | 


order to keep them within the bounds of duty as 


all other countries and all other men, must be con- 
strained by force in a body. 
communities there are law-breakers—those who 
will not abide the law—those who must be re- 
strained; but I did not suppose that it pertained 
to whole bodies of men, whole communitiés, and 
whole localities. 


Why, sir, it is in effect saying, in neighborhood || 


They are const'tuente that no | 


| individuals and citizens of this Republic, towards | 


I know that in all | 


ROT 





transactions—for nations are but individuals ina 
situation of neighborhood towards each other, and 
should act in like manner—that the rights of neigh- 
bérhood cannot be maintained. 

The peaceable citizen, who is a member of a 
local society, and observes his own rights and 
those of his neighbors—who neither suffers his 
own to be trampled upon, nor i ee tramples 
upon those of his neighbor—who neither allows 
his own property to be appropriated lawlessly for 
the benefit of another, nor wantonly, with rapine, 
lays his hands upon the property of others—will 
conduct himself in like manner as a member of 
society and a portion of a Government. 

Sir, the Senator has said neither more nor less 
than that these men, his constituents, whom he 
calls such, if their neighbors’ houses lay open, and 
treasures of gold and valuable commodities were 
to be found in them, and there was not a watch- 
dog or sentinel at the door, would forget al! mor- 
als, all law, and all right, and wantonly possess 
themselves of their neighbors’ goods. 

Sir, I am sorry to hear it said that any portion 
of our pegple, in great masses at any rate, are so 
disposed. I did not believe, I could not believe 
it was so. I am sorry to hear any Senator upon 
the floor of the Senate of the United States an- 
nounce that his constituents are so disposed, that 
nothing but bars and bolts—not laws, not statutes, 
not moral strength or moral suasion, nor any re- 
gard to duty, public or private—will restrain them 
from this rapacity; but the force and power of the 
Government must be applied to prevent it. Sir, it 
may be possible, and | cordially agree with that 
Senator in saying that I do not think there isa 
sufficient force upon the Pacific coast. It ought 
to be there, but for other and different purposes. 
The Golden Gate should be fortified and defended; 
there should be more men-of-war steamers belong- 
ing to the military marine upon that coast or in 
that ocean. But f prount that it ought not to be 
there for the purpose of preventing the citizens 
from stealing and robbing. It should not be ne- 
cessary to have such a force there to prevent these 
things, but the moral force and intelligence which 
should govern all portions of the constituents of 
all of us should be sufficient for that purpose. 
Your guns should be there to guard and protect 
the integrity and security of your own territory. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Indiana states that I got up here to defend my con- 
stituents for committing acts of lawless robbery, 
because the United States did not put bolts and 
bars around them to prevent them from doing it. 

Mr. PETTITT. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will correct him. 1 did not say that he had got 
up to defend them, but that he had got up, under- 
taking to defend his constituents, not for that act, 
but admitting that they were of that class who 
would rob and steal, if not prohibited or pre- 
vented by bolts and bars. 

Mr.GWIN. That is not true. I made no 
such statement, and no such legitimate inference 
can be drawn from what I did state. 1 said that 
the President had issued a proclamation against 
certain expeditions which had sailed from Cali- 

| fornia for the purpose of invading a foreign ter- 
ritory; and I gave as a reason why these expe- 
ditions had passed from our territory, that the 
| Government of the United States had failed to put 
such a force there as would prevent their sailing. 
| He says this is defending stealing, and that I am 


constituents. Why, sir, what do his constituents 
have at home to prevent lawless acts, perhaps as 
frequent there as in any State in the Union ? 

Mr. PETTIT. Their Senators do not talk 
about it on the floor here. 

Mr.GWIN. The Senator shall not interrupt 
me. ° 
The PRESIDENT. Order! 

Mr. GWIN. There are jails and penitentiaries 
for culprits in Indiana. The State authorities 
Sper the citizens against acts of depredation. 

ut who but the Government of the United States 
has control of the foreign police of the country ? 

| How is the President to enforce his proclamation 
unless by using the arm of the United States? 

Sir, I was not defending these expeditions, but I 
was saying that the President of the United States 
could not have prevented them with the effect- 
ive force of the United States now on that coast. 

|, [do not charge the President with neglect, nor 
his predecessor; but I say if the Government 
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of the United States had but a sufficient force 
there, and had used it efficiently, such expeditions 
could not have sailed from our ey 
fending them? Ido not say that there are not 
lawless men in California; but not more than in 
other sections of the country who cannot resist 
that important precept of the Holy book, ‘* Lead 
us not into tempation, cs 

Why, Mr. President, I have a distinct recollec- 
tion when the drum and the fife summoned volun- 
teers to go to Texas from the various portions 
of the Atlantic coast, and that the Government was 
censured for not preventing such movements. 
Nor am I defending them. No, sir; but I say, 
when the President issues such a proclamation, it 
is the duty of this Government to provide means 
for its ssdesisnaiae and to have that kind of force 
on the spot which is necessary to prevent the 
organization of such expeditions. hat is the 
ground which I take. With what justice and 
truth can any Senator charge me with defending 
any. lawless acts? 

My constituents pay taxes to keep up an army 
and navy, and we are entitled to the benefit of 
them, either for protection against a foreign ene- 
my, or to enforce our neutrality laws, if that be 
necessary. As to surrounding the country with 
bolts and bars, or an army or navy, I asked for 
no such thing. 

There is at present but one pointon the Pacific 
coast where such an expedition could be fitted out— 
the harbor of San Francisco—and there, as I stated 
before, a single steamship with one gun could 
effectually arrest it. I am not interfering at all in 
regard to these expeditions, nor defending them, 
but | say that such a proclamation, backed by no 
force, will have no other effect but to irritate the 
people of that State. 

I wish to call the attention of the Senate and 
the country to the fact that there is not a gun 
mounted on the Pacific coast—that there was not 
a ship-of-war, when these expeditions sailed, 
within thousands of miles of our coast. I wish to 
get this information before the American people, 
to show the necessity of having some means of 
defense there, against foreign enemies as well as 
lawless expeditions. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, 1 agree with 
the honorable Senator from California, that there 
ought to have been a force on the Pacific coast 
sufficient to enable the officers of the United States 
to prevent the setting out of this lawless expedi- 
tion—an expedition, the successful prosecution of 
which, from one of the ports of the United States, 
is calculated to inflict a deep reproach upon our 
national character. But I must be permitted to 
say, that I think the honorable Senator from Cali- 
fornia is mistaken in attributing blame on account 
of the omission to have such a force there, either 
to the present or the late Administration. That 
Senator and myself well know that the system 
of cutting down the estimates which obtained 
during the last Congress, and the Congress before, 
left both the late and the present Administration 
without the pecuniary means of maintaining such 
a force there as should make the Government at 
all times prepared to execute its laws, and vindi- 
cate the character of the euenss against these 
lawless depredators upon peaceable States adjoin- 
ing to us, 

Now, sir, itis possible, nay, it is probable, that 
it might have been in the power of the present 
Secretary of the Navy, or of the late Secretary, 
or of his immediate predecessor in office, to have 
placed a sufficient force on the Pacific coast; but my 
friend from California knows that in order to do 
that, with the existing means of the Government, 
and the amount of naval force at his command, 
he would have been necessarily obliged to weaken 
the naval power which the interests of the coun- 
try require should be maintained in other parts of 
the world. I think, therefore, that so far as any 
blame can be laid to the Government on this sub- 
ject, we, of the two Houses of Congress, must 
assume to foot the bill. 

The Administration present, and the Adminis- 
tration past, so far as I see, are both blameless 
upon that subject. They have stated to us in their 
estimates what the necessities of the country re- 
quire. They have asked that the necessary amount 
should be voted. Congress has refus There 
are no.means by which a President of the United 
States can raise money but arene the instru- 
mentality of an act of Congress. He cannot levy 
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‘‘ship money,’’ as the Kings of England once did. 


| He cannot make involuntary contributions, under 


the denomination of ‘* benevolences.’’ He can 
only apply what you a at his disposal to 
maintain the honor and enforce the laws of the 
United States. I feel persuaded, strongly per- 


suaded, that if the Senator from California, and | 


myself, who always resisted in the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and on this floor, this system of 
capriciously and arbitrarily striking down the ap- 


propriations, could have been successful in our | 


views, this late transaction would not have hap- 


| pened—which we all deplore, and which will be 


| word, 


| tions; and yet he is the chairman of the 








considered abroad as a reproach upon our national 


| character, as if we were disposed to look with tol- | 


eration, if not with favor, upon such lawless ad- 


ventures upon the dominions of peaceful Powers | 
| in our neighborhood. 


I thought it right to say thus much because I 


think that while we are speaking in just terms of | 
| indignation of such a proceeding, it is right not | 
to inflict blame where the blame does not prop- | 


erly lie. 
Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, I will not pro- 


tract this debate; for what has been said by my | 


honorable friend from Indiana, (Mr. Pertir,] and 


_ my distinguished friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 


- > . 
Bapcer,| makes it unnecessary for me to say a 


California rise in his place and charge the Presi- 


| dent of the United States with a neglect of duty— || 
| for it amounts to that—in that he had not furnished | 
sufficient force to prevent these depredations. 


Mr. GWIN. r. President, the Senator from 


| Illinois is mistaken. I have made no such charge. 


Mr. SHIELDS. What the honorable Senator 


| said surely amounts to that. 


Mr. GWIN. 
any such thing. 
Mr. SHIELDS. He charges the Government 
of the United States; as I understand, with blame 
and censure for not having a naval force on the 
Pacific coast to prevent these unlawful expedi- 
Soul 
mittee on Naval Affairs, whose especial duty it 
is to furnish that force; and he has neglected, or 
has been unable to furnish, a sufficient force to the 
President to prevent these unlawful expeditions. 

So, sir, with regard to the military force on 
that coast; that is also insufficient; but we cannot 
blame the President, because he has not furnished 
a force which does notexist. Our Navy is insuf- 
ficient to protect our coast, and our Army is also 
insufficient. 

The Senator from California, if I understand 
him, also blames the President for issuing this 
proclamation. Sir, I think the President would 
not be worthy of the position that he holds if he 
did not issue such a proclamation. He must, so far 
as he can do it, as the Executive head of this 
nation, absolve the nation from the disgrace of 
these lawless, unprincipled, vagabond expeditions. 
The honorable Senator seems to justify this piti- 
ful expedition of forty-five men, as I understand 
him 

Mr. GWIN. I do not wish the Senator to mis- 
understand or misrepresent me. J did not justify 
it; and I have not done so; but I stated that it went 
out because there was no force to arrest it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. [I am glad to find that the 
Senator does not justify it. 1 am glad to find that 
there is not one Senator on this floor who will 
justify such an expedition. Before the Senator 
charges the President of the United States with 
neglect of duty, or reproaches him, he should rise 
in his place and tell us where the President was to 
find the vessels to go there to protect that coast. 

Mr. GWIN. I will do it when the Senator is 
through. 

Mr. SHIELDS, I should like to hear the Sena- 
tor do it, and to showthat fact. Sir, I have more 
than contempt for such expeditions as this Walker 
expedition upon that poor, helpless, defenseless, 
and unsuspectipg population. My opinion is, 
that the men who could go there, who could go 
down upon the poor defenseless inhabitants of the 
frontier of Mexico and surprise them, as it were, 
would do what they have done when they meet 
with resistance—fly back to their vessels again. 

I repeat what was said by the honorable Sena- 
tor from North Carolina, that such expeditions 
are bringing reproach .upon the country; and the 
President would share in that reproach if he did 
not pursue some course to arrest it. 


lt does not; and I did not intend 





Sir, | regretted to see the Senator from | 


Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Illinois might have withheld his reproaches and 
attacks — these men who are now in their 
graves. ‘The last intelligence informs us that the 
have all been put to death. It was uncalled-for 
and very wrong to reproach men who have suf. 
fered for the crimes which he alleges they have 
committed. Sir, it is one of the charges which | 
bring against the efficiency of this Government 
that it has not been able to stop such expeditions 
and prevent such catastrophes. 
Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 
tell us wherein the dereliction of the Government 
consists? 
Mr. GWIN. If the gentleman had listened to 
the resolution, he would have seen that it asked 
the President of the United States to inform us 
where the naval forces of the country are. I can 
tell him where some of our ships-of-war are. 
I do not pretend to say that the expedition to 
Japan has not had beneficent, useful, and import- 
ant purposes to accomplish. 1 do not pretend to say 
that the naval force in that expedition is not prop- 
erly and usefully employed; but, sir, if the Presi- 
dent of the United States cannot maintain our 
neutrality, and keep so large a squadron in that 
service, the question presents itself whether it 
would not be better to order one of the steamships- 
of-war accompanying and composing part of that 
squadron to the coast of California. 
Sir, 1 was in favor of the Japan expedition; 
but I wish to know whether it is not the duty of 
the Chief Magistrate of this nation to place the 
| naval force of the United States—inefficient’as | 
acknowledge it to be—so as to see that the laws 
are faithfully executed, and that our commerce 

| and our honor, as a nation, are not infringed upon; 
and if he has done so, I do not, and have no cause 
to complain. 

Again, sir, we have a surveying expedition to 
| Behring’s Straits, in which five vessels-of-war are 
|employed. I was in favor of that expedition, and 

it was upon my motion that it was organized; but 
| is it of more importance to survey unknown seas, 
| than to so place our naval force as to do away with 
the necessity of such proclamations? My inquiry 
|| is whether the Navy of the United States is prop- 
| erly distributed to protect our neutrality, our 
| commerce, and national honor? That is the in- 
quiry which I propose by this resolution, and if 
it is, then it will be more imperatively our duty to 
increase the Navy, and thus enable the Executive 
to execute his whole duty to the people of the 
United States as well as to foreign nations. I have 
attached no blame to the President. I have sim- 
ply stated a fact, which should be recorded in the 

istory of this country—that inefficient as our 
| Navy is, we have great and grand expeditions in 
remote portions of the globe, away from our ter- 
| ritory, within which such expeditions as are re- 
| ferred to in the proclamation are being fitted out, 
_and there is nota ship of war to prevent their 
sailing. The object of my resolution is to get in- 
| formation as to where our ship-of-war were sta- 
_ tioned when these expeditions sailed from €ali- 
| fornia; and I wish to know what power the Presi- 
| dent has at his command to execute with eflect 
the proclamation which he has issued? He 
threatens punishment against the persons engaged 
‘in such expeditions. What power has he to 
bring those thus engaged before the courts—for 
you cannot punish except where the crime is com- 
mitted—and what forces, military or naval, is there 
on the Pacific to execute that proclamation? For 
what practical purposes is the proclamation is- 
sued, when there is no power within the control 
of the Executive on that coast to have it respected? 

It is well known to the Senator from Illinois, 
and to every member of this body, that ever since 
I have been at the head of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, I have been in favor of increasing the 
Navy. It is known that I have, in may. pert, time 
and again, brought forward and urged upon the 
Senate the necessity of appropriating the amount 
asked for in the estimates of the Navy Depart- 
ment for that object. Here, in my place, as the 
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organ of the Committee on Naval Affairs, I asked 
| last session for the building of five or six additional 
steamships-of-war; and during this session, by the 
unanimous approval of the committee, brought 
_ forward a report indorsing the recommendation of 
| the Secretary of the Navy to add six additional 








| ships-of-war to our Navy. I have at all times, 
and on all occasions, 





vocated the increase of 


